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Minutes of Woolsery Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday, 
18 February 2025 in Woolsery Sports and Community Hall at 

7.30pm. 
 

Chaired by:  Councillor M Hill Clerked by:  Mrs S Squire 
 

Present:  Councillors 
 
D Hancock 
R Heywood 
M Hill 
S Hill 
 
District Councillor Andrews 
 
1 Member of the public 
 

Agenda: - 
Public Comment Session 
Apologies 
Declaration of Personal / Prejudicial Interest 
Minutes  
Reports 
Planning / Planning Correspondence 
Finances 
To consider a response to items raised under the 
  Public Session 
Correspondence Received 
80th Anniversary to commemorate VE Day on 8 
  May 2024 
Date and time of next meeting 

                         
Action: 

24/25. 
117 
24/25. 
117.1 
24/25. 
117.2 
 
24/25. 
117.3 

Public Session. 
Potholes.  These were getting larger and it was a very bad surface to Dipple 
Farm. 
 
Visibility mirrors near The Merry Harriers and on the Cranford to Parkham 
junction had been smashed, thought to be as a result of hedge cutting.   smash.   
 
A number of road signs had been damaged, thought to be as a result of hedge 
cutting.  
 
These items were further discussed under Minute No. 24/25.124. 
 

 

24/25. 
118 

Apologies.  Councillor Spittles, District Councillor Dart. 
 

Councillor Salvidant and County Councillor Wilton-Love had sent apologies but 
were not seen until after the meeting. 
 

 

24/25. 
119 

Declaration of Personal / Prejudicial Interest for items on the Agenda. 
 
Councillor M Hill declared a Prejudicial Interest in Minute No. 24/25.123.1 – 
reimbursement for website domain charge.  
 

 

24/25. 
120 

Minutes.  

24/25. 
120.1 

Minutes of the Part I Parish Council Meeting Minutes of 21 January 2025  
and the Part II Confidential Parish Council Meeting held on 17 December 
2024 to be approved and signed as a true and accurate record. 
 
Approved and signed as a correct record after it was noted under Minute  
No. 24/25.113.2 – Grass Cutting Tender that ‘opposite Old Market Drive is  
not to be cut, until the new seeds are established. 
Proposed by Councillor S Hill. 
Seconded by Councillor D Hancock and unanimously agreed.  
 
The Chairman signed a letter addressed to the Clerk officially informing her of  
the result of her salary review.  
 

 

24/25. Reports.  
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121 
24/25. 
121.1 

County Councillor Wilton-Love.  Apologies seen after the meeting included 
the following Report: 
I am sorry to have to send an apology for tonight, I'm stuck in a meeting and won't get back in time.  
 

I was going to report on devolution.  
 

The Devon and Torbay devolution deal has been given the go ahead. Strangely the separate devolution to 
Unity deal being steamrollered in will be going ahead too. Confusing to say the very least.  
 

I'm very concerned about the future for Devon as there are several proposals with regards to what happens 
when we become a/multiple Unities. And, although there has been a request for submissions as to what it 
looks like, not being in tranche one seems to suggest this is going to be a central government, authoritarian 
impose with them taking the lead. My largest concern is what happens if/when they do break the county up 
and the funding methodology they use. If it's per capita - as I expect - Exeter do very well and we lose out. 
Economics and business is my strong point and I'm trying to do everything to fight for the area. But they've 
put elections in now so there's only so much I can do.  
 

I do wonder what will happen when DCC ceases to exist, markedly whether it will wipe off the huge debt 
accrued in 2008 that was reckless beyond belief! The huge early payback penalties have shackled the 
council and, in my opinion, should never have happened. It's currently costing circa £36million a year; 
£20million of that is interest! I can't help but wonder how different some things may be had that extra money 
gone into the county. I try not to be political but that was the Lib Dems and even at last year's budget they 
made Labour blush with their want to spend, spend, spend. I have no doubt at budget this year on the 20th 
we will see the same. 
 

I'm not going to dress it up, it's a worrying time with everything going on and seemingly little or no 
understanding of rural life from Westminster. We need everyone to come together and get what's best for 
Devon ... And, indeed, Torridge! 
 

I will see you at the next meeting when hopefully we will know more.  
 

With a heavy heart,   Jeff WL  
 

 

24/25. 
121.2 

District Councillor Andrews. 
She attended a joint Torridge District Council and North Devon Council 
Crematorium Committee meeting. 
It is still possible to have an unattended direct cremation for under £350 or an 
attended cremation up to a maximum of 20 people, for £499. 
This is the cheapest prices compared to other Crematoriums further away. 
 

 

24/25. 
121.3 

Parish Clerk.  

24/25 
121.3.1 

Information Boards at Bucks Mills.  Councillor Spittles had supplied 
photographs of the four information boards which the Clerk had forwarded to 
Northern Devon Coastal Landscape (formerly the AONB).   
A reply had been received advising that it was thought the organisation will have 
an extra capital budget in the next financial year and may prioritise work to 
update interpretation boards, so could include these if the owners are agreeable. 
 
A priority list was compiled previously and most of the boards were included. 
It would not require a grant application. 
 
The Woodland Trust are keen but wanted to consult with residents on the 
content of the two boards on their land. 
The Parish Council was asked if it would like to lead on these consultations with 
support from the Northern Devon Coastal Landscape. 
 
Councillors felt that the Northern Devon Coastal Landscape was best placed to 
carry out the necessary work as they had advised that their team could 
coordinate the practical work to get them designed, produced and installed 
working with each landowner as required and maybe in a consistent style across 
the Parish.    
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
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An officer would lead on the work and it was hoped that plans could be in place 
for the practical work to start in April.  The organisation planned to be in contact 
later in March.   
 

24/25. 
121.3.2 

Clothes Bank.  Despite repeated attempts to obtain the amount raised for the 
Charities, Elm Tree Textiles had not supplied this. 
 

 

24/25. 
121.3.3 

Payments made. 
 

 

24/25. 
121.3.4 

Emergency Plan.  Clovelly Parish Hall had been booked for Monday, 3 March 
2025 at 7.30pm for an experienced officer from Devon Communities Together to 
give a presentation to Woolsery and Clovelly Parish Councils, with other 
neighbouring Parishes being invited. 
Advice will be given about compiling an Emergency Plan. 
 
Clovelly Parish Council had suggested that Woolsery and Clovelly Parish 
Councils share the hire fee, 50/50. 
 

Councillor S Hill agreed to be the contact for Devon Communities Together.  
 

 

24/25. 
121.3.5 

Letter supporting farmers in connection with Inheritance Tax implications. 
The Clerk had been in touch with Councillor Heywood regarding the content and 
he was in agreement for the letter to be sent on behalf of the Parish Council.  
 

Clerk to 
send 

24/25. 
121.3.6 

Vacancies on the Parish Council.  An advertisement had been prepared for 
uploading to FaceBook. 
 

 

24/25. 
121.3.7 

Problems with the stile at Footpath 2 have been reported to DCC Public  
Rights of Way. 
  
Members of the public have been encouraged to report any problems on 
rights of way, via the Village News or the Parish Clerk. 
 

 

24/25. 
121.3.8 

Black refuse bags for village distribution are in the process of being  
ordered with delivery to Councillor Heywood who has confirmed this is in   
order.  
 

 

24/25. 
121.3.9 

South West Water First Time Sewerage Application.   
No response had been received from the Chief Executive, despite her promising  
that the details of a Committee Meeting would be advised to the Clerk by  
telephone at the end of January. 
 
The Clerk had enquired twice since then for details and no reply had been  
received. 
 
A formal complaint is to be sent to Ofwat and the media is to be advised of the  
lackadaisical attitude and general inefficiency of the Chief Executive and South  
West Water in general. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

24/25. 
121.3.10 

Manor Park – damage to verge caused by service bus. 
The Clerk has been in email correspondence with the Neighbourhood Highways 
Officer (NHO) regarding permeable matting, the reply for which had been  
circulated to Councillors who did not agree with permeable matting being laid on  
the grass.  
 
The Clerk to ask his opinion about back filling with stone.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

24/25. 
121.3.11 

10 roads to be identified as requiring attention.  This is a request from the 
NHO who is building a picture of those requiring attention in the area he covers. 
  
He has asked about the road most used by parishioners to Bradworthy and  
advised that he had seen this road and agreed about its poor condition close to,  
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and over the Parish boundary with Bradworthy.  
He suggested the issue is raised with Bradworthy Parish Council and he is going  
to mention it to the NHO for that area.  
 
He considers that the route from Bucks Cross via Cranford is the one he is going  
to recommend for attention via a large scheme, and the Bradworthy route will be  
addressed through other means.  The reason is traffic flow and bus routes. 
 
He had surveyed a number of roads including from the A39 past Highworthy to 
Kennerland Cross and Huddisford.  
 
The Clerk to refer him to the report 2 years ago compiled by the previous NHO  
on the condition of the Bradworthy road  and confirm that Bradworthy Parish  
Council constantly reports about the road.  
 
In addition, a site meeting to be requested with Councillor M Hill. 
District Councillor Andrews will ask the Parish Clerk of Bradworthy Parish  
Council to compile a relevant letter regarding the poor state of the road via  
Whiteley Farm, Ashmansworthy and mention that many people use this route to  
visit the GP and dentist.  
 

List of the 10 worst roads: 
 
Woolsery school to Duredon Cross. 
Woolsery to Bucks 
Alminstone to Powlers Piece 
Kennerland Cross to Burford 
Whole of Harris’s Straight 
Ashmansworthy to Dipple 
Hole Farm to Bradworthy 
The main road from Woolsery to Bradworthy not via Hole Farm 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
Clerk to 
request 
 
Dist Cllr 
Andrews 
 
 
Clerk to 
advise 

24/25. 
121.3.12 

Leaves on the road leading to Bucks Mills.  This has been reported to DCC  
Highways and the reference number ENQ251827899 given.  The assessment 
will be completed by 5/3/25. 
 

 

24/25. 
121.4 

Parish Councillors.  

24/25. 
121.4.1 

M Hill.    
(1) Housing Needs Survey – Printing.  There was no further information to  
give. 
    
(2) The sign at Bucks Mills car park has been made but not yet replaced.  
 

 

24/25. 
121.4.2 

D Hancock.    
(1) Parish Paths Partnership Survey.  It would not be possible to survey all 

the paths and it was hoped that other people would assist when walking 
them. 

 

(2)  Dog bin at Manor Park had still not been moved.   He had contacted 
TDC to advise that a resident had fallen, backing up the reason for the 
dog bin to be moved, but he did not get a reply, and will try again, 
contacting Mr Richard Haste, Head of Waste and Recycling.   
 

(3) Free tree from Devon Wildlife Trust collected by Councillor Spittles. 
He will ask Tree Surgeon, Ben Trevor, for advice on the best time to 
plant it on the Village Green.  
 

(4)       Ridge across the road opposite the Primary School. 
           He reported this as a pothole on 13/2/25, following representations being 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk to 
report to 
Highways 
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           received, and given the reference number W251830983.  It was 
           inspected on 18/2/25 and a reply received advising that it does not meet  
           the required standards for repair, but will be monitored and fixed when it  
           does meet the criteria.  
 
           The road was dug up by National Grid, and it was considered that it 
           poses a risk for cyclists and motor cyclists.  
 

advising a 
utility 
company 
caused the 
problem 

24/25. 
121.4.3 

R Heywood. Bus Shelter at East Park.  The proposed details to be included  
in the email to the NHO regarding state of the roads.   
 

Clerk 

24/25. 
121.4.4 

S Hill.     
(1)  Grit Bin at Cranford Water.  It had not been possible to contact the 

residents and efforts continue to be made.  
 

(2)  Distribution of black bags.  TDC cannot say what properties are not main 
residences.  

 

Dist Cllr 
Andrews 
will look 
into the 
double tax 
on second 
homes 

24/25. 
121.4.5 

S Salvidant.  Not present. 
 

 

24/25. 
121.4.6 

L Spittles.   
The free tree from Devon Wildlife Trust had been collected. 
 
She had reported a fallen tree across Knights/Moorhead bridleway to DCC  
Public Rights of Way Department.     
 

 

24/25. 
122 

Planning / Planning Correspondence.  

24/25. 
122.1 

The following Application was considered: 
1/0086/2025/FUH – Removal of existing extension and erection of new  
extension – 10 Manor Park, Woolsery. 
The deadline date for the Parish Council’s response is 28/2/25. 
Proposed by Councillor S Hill to respond ‘no comment’. 
Seconded by Councillor Hancock and unanimously agreed.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

 The following Applications were received for consideration the day before 
the meeting. 
The Clerk to ask TDC for an extension due to insufficient time for Councillors to 
study the details, with a view to the applications being considered at the March 
meeting.  
 

 
 
 
Clerk  

 1/0108/2025/FUL - Extension and conversion of garage to create annexe 
accommodation at Bundys, Bucks Cross. 
The deadline date for the Parish Council’s response is 13/3/25. 

 

 1/0110/2025/FUL - Erection of agricultural storage building at Bundys, 
Bucks Cross. 
The deadline date for the Parish Council’s response is 13/3/25. 

 

 1/0109/2025/FUL - Erection of field shelter for equestrian use at Bundys, 
Bucks Cross. 
The deadline date for the Parish Council’s response is 13/3/25. 

 

24/25. 
122.2 

XLinks Morocco-UK Power Project.  Correspondence had been circulated to  
Councillors regarding this scheme where an application has been submitted to  
the Secretary of State for a nationally Significant Infrastructure Project in  
Torridge.   
Whilst the final decision will be made by the Secretary of State, local councils,  
TDC, DCC and the Parish Councils affected have the opportunity to comment  
on the proposals and take part in the examination. 
  
Whilst Woolsery Parish Council is not directly affected, it can make  
representations on the project which have to be received by 13 March 2025. 
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No representations to be made.  
 

24/25. 
123 

Finances.  

24/25. 
123.1 

Payments to be authorised: 
Councillor M Hill declared a Prejudicial Interest in Item c, left the room and 
did not take part in the discussion, decision or voting thereon.  
 
Proposed by Councillor Hancock that Councillor S Hill chair this part of 
the meeting. 
Seconded by Councillor Heywood and unanimously agreed.  
 
Proposed by Councillor S Hill to approve the payments. 
Seconded by Councillor Hancock and unanimously agreed.  
 

a. Sue Squire:  
February 2025 salary                       £510.93 
Expenses (broadband/photocopying/mileage)         £15.75    £526.68  

 

b. HMRC  PAYE                      £127.60 
 

c. Mr M Hill.  Reimbursement for annual renewal of website      £108.00 
 

d. Income and Bank Account Balances. 
NatWest Current Account as at 18 February 2025:    £134.33 
NatWest Business Account as at 18 February 2025: £19,990.48 
 

Interest earned during January 2025:  £24.79 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk to 
make 
payments 
by BACS 

24/25. 
123.2 

Grass Cutting Tender.  Tender details had been published. 
To make a decision to award the contract. 
 

One quotation had been received from Mr R Stoneman, who had tendered the 
sum of £2,700.00 per season. 
 
Proposed by Councillor S Hill to award the contract to Mr Stoneman. 
Seconded by Councillor Hancock and unanimously agreed.   
 

 
 
Clerk to 
advise Mr 
Stoneman 
and thank 
him for his 
previous 
work 

24/25. 
124 
24/25. 
124.1 
 
 
24/25. 
124.2 

To consider a response to items raised under the Public Session. 
 
Smashed Visibility Mirrors.    
Councillor Heywood purchase one for the Parkham junction and some spares 
for future use and the cost would come from his Councillor allowance. 
 
Damaged Road Signs.  As the precise details of the locations were not known, 
this item would be held in abeyance until the correct details can be provided to 
follow up.   
 

 
 
 
 
RH 

24/25. 
125 

Correspondence received.  Emails from various agencies had been  
forwarded to Councillors. 
 

 

24/25. 
126 

80th Anniversary to commemorate VE Day on 8 May 2025.   
Councillors were not aware of anyone willing to coordinate it.  
 

 

24/25. 
127 

Date and time of next meeting:  Tuesday, 18 March 2025 at Woolsery Sports  
and Community Hall at 7.30pm.  
 

The meeting ended at 9pm. 
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Summary of Decisions:  
Ø The Part I Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 21 January 2025 and the Part 

II Confidential Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 17 December 2024  
Ø Planning 
Ø That Councillor S Hill chair the section of the meeting under Finance where payments 

were approved 
Ø Payments 
Ø Award of grass cutting contract for 2025 - 2028 to Mr R Stoneman  

 

These Minutes are agreed by those present as being a true record. 
 

Signed: 
Chair of Woolsery Parish Council. 

Date: 
 
 
 

 


