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Minutes of Woolfardisworthy Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday, 15 March 2022 
in Woolsery Sports & Community Centre at 7.30pm. 

 

Present:   Councillors M Hill (Chairman), L Spittles, S Harding , S Hill , S Raffe. 
 

County Councillor J Wilton-Love 
 

District Councillor Harding  
 

 1 member of the public 
 

Mrs S Squire, Parish Clerk  
 
2122 – 041 Public Comment Session. 
 

2122 – 041.1   From a member of the public who was present:  
 

▪ The February 2022 Minutes make reference to the ‘Village Hall’.  It was pointed out 
the venue is Woolsery Sports and Community Centre.  

▪ Grannie’s Hut.  This was covered under Minute No. 2122 – 046. 
▪ Potholes and flooding at Ashmansworthy and Stroxworthy with unsatisfactory 

workmanship 
▪ The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee.  It was queried why new gates at the Church were not 

required and the situation was clarified. 
▪ Emergency Plan – what is being done about it?  It was advised this was not a 

statutory requirement 
▪ The Parish News publication has been lacking the Minutes.  It was advised that the 

Parish Council does not have control over the content and that it was hoped future 
Minutes would be included in the future  
 

2122 – 041.2 Representations received regarding a shed erected at the Animal 
Rescue Centre, Barn Lane, Ashmansworthy.   
This item is being dealt with separately and will be reported on later in the 
meeting by Councillor Harding.  

 
2122 – 041.3 Concern regarding the Woolsery Play Park which is predominately shut. 

Action:  The Clerk to contact the Head Teacher of Woolsery Primary School 
as it is school property.   

 

2122 - 042. Apologies.  Councillors Heywood and Salvidant, District Councillor Dart.  
 

2122 - 043 Declaration of Personal / Prejudicial Interest for items on the Agenda.  
None.  

 
2122 - 044 Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 18 January 2022, 

approved on 15 February 2022, to be ratified and signed and the Minutes 
of the Parish Council meeting held on 15 February 2022 to be approved 
and signed as a true and accurate record.   

  

  Approved and signed as a correct record. 
 Proposed by Councillor Spittles, seconded by Councillor S Hill and 

unanimously agreed.   
 
2122 - 045 Clerk’s Report 
  The items listed below are for information updates only: 
 

2122 - 046 Freedom of Information Act Request. 
A further letter has been sent asking where more recent information regarding 
the topic can be found as the planning portal information for ref 
1/0687/2010/FUL has no correspondence after 31/01/2011.   
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Action:  The Clerk to send a further request to TDC as the previous response 
was not satisfactory due to the fact that the Parish Council requires 
information from 2011 to the present time regarding the enforcement notice.   

 
 

2122 - 046 Talk by TDC Enforcement Officer. 
This will be on Tuesday, 19 April, for 15 minutes with the meeting starting at 
7.15pm, after the Annual Parish Meeting and ahead of the April Parish 
Council Meeting.  

 
 

2122 - 047 Highways. 
Road No. 6 has almost been completed but Road No. 14 has not, from the 
Council’s Priority Road list.   

 

2122 - 048 Adoption of BT Telephone Box in Woolsery. 
BT has confirmed that the box is available for adoption.  
The Conservation Officer has replied that a green sticker is permissible.  
 

There have been two offers to give a defibrillator to the village. 
Action:  The Clerk to contact Mr Luckett, obtain costings for the next meeting 
and circulate the details beforehand.   

 

2122 - 049 Copper Close Car Park. 
  A letter has been sent to Mr Boundy.   

The Clerk asked if a Walking Bus had been considered, where children 
congregate at a designated area and walk under supervision to school. 
Action:  This to be suggested to the Head Teacher.  

 

2122 - 050 Policies. 
  These have been updated and will be put on the website shortly.  
 

2122 - 051 Village Schools Partnership. 
A diary note has been made for the 2023 Summer Term to invite the head 
teacher to give an update.  

 

2122 - 052 Reports from County Councillor, District Councillors and Parish 
Councillors 

 
2122 – 053.1 County Councillor Wilton-Love 

▪ He had his hair dyed blue for a charity event 
▪ Budget.  There is a cut back in the highways budget due to a different way 

of delivering services including more use of the dragon patcher, a 
machine that repairs potholes, which is more cost effective 

▪ There is a reduction in County Councillors’ Locality Budget from £10,000 
to £8,000 for the 2022/23 financial year.  Councillor Wilton-Love will fund 
raise if necessary for the extra £2,000 to be able to provide the same level 
of support for the Parishes he represents 

▪ He is seeking financial support from a VW Garage for 100 VW electric 
cars at a cost of £1.6 million to be used in the area and land at 
Roundswell, Barnstaple has been identified for charging points  

▪ There is a need to make domiciliary care economically viable as carers 
are capable of more than they do and need a work based qualification 
that parallels nursing other than the present NVQs, so as to be able to do 
more hospital and clinical tasks.  He is planning to have a meeting in 
Westminster to discuss a change in social care to help patients that can 
be discharged from hospital 

▪ 400 trees fell during Storm Eunice and there was a landslide before the 
Storm  
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2122 – 053.2 District Councillor Harding 

▪ TDC had agreed to increase Council Tax.  There is a hardship fund available 
for those who are finding payment difficult 

▪ He had attended an External Scrutiny Committee Meeting regarding the 
amalgamation of North Devon District Hospital with the Royal Devon and 
Exeter Hospital 

▪ He had given £1,000 of his Community Grant fund to the Woolsery Show for 
the provision of a generator 

▪ The Friends of Woolsery School want a shed from which to serve teas 
  
 

2122 – 052.1 Councillor Salvidant – beach huts at Bucks Mills Beach. Apologies given. 
 
2122 – 052.2 Councillor Salvidant – draft positive Parish Council response to the 

proposed Federation between Woolsery, Parkham and Buckland Brewer 
Schools. 

 This had been circulated to Councillors and submitted by the Clerk to 
Woolsery Primary School. 

 
2122 – 052.3 Councillor Spittles – grass cutting contract details had been put on 

Facebook 
 
2122 – 052.4 Councillor Harding – shed at Animal Rescue Centre, Barn Lane, 

Ashmansworthy. 
 A raised shed on legs had been erected and after sending pictures to the 

Enforcement Department and speaking to two TDC officers it had been 
confirmed that a licence was required. 

 He had numerous talks with the parishioner regarding the structure.  
 

 The Chairman suspended Standing Orders to enable a member of the public 
to speak. 

 

It was pointed out that representations had been made to TDC and Woolsery 
Parish Council regarding this building which it is alleged has no facilities or 
amenities in connection with rescuing animails. 
Additionally, Woolsery Parish Council had objected to the structure and 
planning consent had been refused by TDC. It was hoped this would not be a 
repeat of the Higher Town issue.   

 

  The Chairman reinstated Standing Orders.  
 
2122 – 052.5 Councillor Spittles questioned the reason why a decision, due on 4 

February, on Brackenside was taking a long time.  Councillor S Harding  had 
made enquiries but no information was available.   

 
2122 – 052.6 Councillor Raffe.  During the recent gales, trees had fallen near the footpath 

that runs from Auction Way to West Town across the field and there was a 
concern about safety and who would be responsible to maintain and make 
safe. 
Action:  Councillor Raffe to email the local Public Rights of Way Officer.  

 
2122 - 053 Planning Applications.  The following were considered: 
2122 – 053.1 1/0213/2022/AGMB – Prior notification for the change of use of 

agricultural building to 1 no. dwelling house and associated building 
operations under Class Q – Barn at Wendon Cottage, Woolsery. 
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 Proposed by Councillor S Hill to recommend refusal on the following 
grounds: 
1.  There are concerns about the access to the property 
2. The structure is on a public bridlepath which is the only access 

route 
3. No highway information has been provided 
4. There are no details about sewage facilities 
5. No details have been provided about water run off 
6. The only person consulted is the applicant, but not approximately 12 

other dwellings at the other end of the bridleway which will be 
directly affected 

7. In general, the whole Application gives insufficient information 
 

 Seconded by Councillor Spittles and unanimously agreed. 
 Action:  Clerk to submit to TDC 
 
2122 – 053.2 1/0666/2022/FUL – Proposed extensions & alterations – East View Cottage, 

Woolsery, EX39 5QS 
  Proposed by Councillor S Hill to recommend approval 
  Seconded by Councillor Spittles and unanimously agreed 
  Action:  Clerk to submit to TDC 
  

2122 – 053.3 Planning Correspondence:  Decisions & Appeals. 
  The following TDC Decision Notices were noted: 
  Approvals for: 

▪ 1/1341/2021/AGMB – Prior notification for the change of use of agricultural 
building to 2 no. dwelling houses and associated building operations under 
Class Q – barn at Lane Barton Woolsery 

▪ 1/1410/2021/FUL – Proposed holiday unit – Variation of condition 2 of 
permission 1/0135/2019/FUL – 16 Forest Lakes, Woolsery 

▪ 1/1116/2021/FUL – Erection of garage and retrospective permission for rear 
decking – Bundys, Bucks Cross 

  

It was noted that no decision had yet been made for Walland Barn although 
Councillor Spittles noted that it had been granted permission on the planning portal.  

 
2122 - 054 Progress of Highway Issues 
 

a. Priority Roads for 2022/23.   
Road No. 34 – Ashmansworthy to Dipple Bridge                )  Both in poor 
Road No. 10 – Ashmansworthy to Ashmansworthy Bridge )  condition 
Action:  Clerk to report these to DCC Highways 

 
 

Woolsery 
▪ Missing sign.  Councillor Harding had no further information to advise on his 

enquiries with TDC.   

 

Bucks Cross 
 

▪ Bucks Mills - Waterfall Sign. Councillor M Hill advised he had spoken to an 
officer at TDC and it was left that he would send a proposed sign for 
approval.  

Action:  Councillor M Hill to prepare and send the proposed sign 

 
 

▪ Bucks Mills – Fencing. It was suggested that The Woodland Trust and the 
DCC Neighbourhood Highways Officer liaise. 
Action:  Clerk to follow this up.   
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2122 – 055 Affordable Housing – Way Forward    
Councillor M Hill advised that a Pre-App had been submitted to TDC for 5 or 
6 houses on the site.   

 
2122 – 056 Update from MXB Sub-Committee held ahead of this Parish Council 

Meeting. 
 Councillor Spittles had chaired the meeting as Councillor Heywood was 

unavailable. 
 

▪ Planning consent was awaited for the agricultural farm, due imminently.  
There had been some issues with planning generally and the planning officer 
had requested an extension 

▪ Work was continuing on all sites.  Earth removal had ceased 
▪ Talks with Highways are in progress who wish to tarmac the road, whereas 

MXB wish to do this.  County Councillor Wilton-Love will speak to a DCC 
Highways Officer about this as MXB has contractors ready 

▪ There are no expected works or utility works taking place 
▪ The pub is to fully reopen on 1 April and the facility will be available 7 days a 

week 
▪ Fish and chip shop will be open from Wednesday to Saturday 
▪ Councillor S Hill was informed that MXB were willing to support events for the 

Queen’s Platinum Jubilee  
 
2122 - 057 Projects 

a. Planting of Wildflowers. 
Planters had been made using decking boards and were being fixed.  
Businesses will be encourage to plant up and it was known that MXB and 
Merry Harriers would be involved in two of the planters.  
The planters were the same width as the village signs 
 County Councillor Wilton-Love will advise Highways of this development.    
 

Woolsery 
      

a. Copper Hill Bus Shelter – measurement of area.  This item to be removed 
from the Agenda.  

 
2122 - 058 The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 

Councillor S Hill advised that many village organisations were involved and 
opinions were being canvassed.   
It was known that the Committee of Woolsery Sports and Community Centre 
would be planting some trees to commemorate the Jubilee.  
There is no public land available to plant other trees.  

 

Councillor S Hill requested financial support for the various plans. 
 
Proposed by Councillor Spittles that the Parish Council gives a mug to 
Woolsery children. 
Seconded by Councillor S Hill and unanimously agreed. 
Action:  Councillor S Hill to bring financial details for the April meeting and 
enquire the number of children eligible for a mug from Friends of Woolsery 
School.    

 

2122 - 059 Finances 
 

  The following payments by BACS were authorised. 
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Proposed by Councillor Raffe, seconded by Councillor S Hill and 
unanimously agreed.   

 

a. Sue Squire:  
February 2022 salary                   £439.68 
Expenses (broadband, mileage, photocopying)  £  27.25 £466.93 

 

b. Woolsery Village Hall Hire of room for meetings  £  42.00  
This payment was deferred pending a query being made on the bookings 
charged for.  
Action:  Clerk 

 
c. Income and Bank Account Balances 

NatWest Business Current Account as at 15 March 2022 £1,043.04 
NatWest Business Reserve Account as at 15 March 2022: £19,530.53 

 

d. Grass Cutting Contract from 2022 to 2024 
Details of the contract had been provided to four contractors, three of 
whom had responded.  
 

Proposed by Councillor S Hill to award the contract to Mr R 
Stoneman.  Seconded by Councillor Spittles and unanimously 
agreed. 
Action:  Clerk to advise the successful and unsuccessful contractors    

 

e. SLCC – Pay Award 2021 – 2022 details have been produced.  Noted. 
 

2122 - 060 Correspondence received.  Emails from various agencies had been 
forwarded to Councillors.   

 
 

2122 - 061 The Woodland Trust – Bucks Valley Management Plan 2022 – 2027 final 
draft consultation. 
The Woodland Trust reviews the management plans for its properties every 5 
years and the Plan for Bucks Valley woods is being reviewed this year.  A 
copy of the document will be circulated separately to Councillors. 
The woodland management process will continue as it has done for many 
years.  With the main blocks of conifer removed and replanted with young 
broadleaved trees, the Trust is well on the road to restoration and will not 
require any further harvesting activities, allowing the wood to settle down and 
have less disturbance in the future.  The Woodland Trust will continue to 
manage the wood for public access and continue to manage the roadside and 
boundary edges for safety.  Noted. 

 
2122 - 062 North Devon UNESCO Biosphere Team. 

Invitation to a free webinar on Monday, 28 March 2022 from 6 – 7.15pm 
hosted by the Team entitled ‘Nature Recovery in your Community:  What can 
town and Parish Councils do?” 

 

  Councillor Spittles is booked to attend. 
 
2122 - 063 TDC – Survey launched to gauge interest in Community LED Electric 

Bike and Electric Car Rental Scheme for Northern Devon.  The details 
have been circulated separately to Councillors and were noted.  

 
2122 - 064 Airband.  Mr Paul Nethercott the local representative, is leaving the company 

on 11/3/22.  His replacement is yet to be announced.  Noted. 
 

2122 - 065 Annual Items. 
2122 – 065.1 Black Bag Stock Level.  There is a sufficient supply in stock.   
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2122 – 066.2 Clerk’s Leave.  17 to 27 March 2022 inclusive.  Noted. 
 

2122 - 067 Date and time of next meeting:  Tuesday, 19 April 2022 at 7.30pm at 
Woolsery Village Hall.   

 The Annual Parish Meeting will be held at 7pm.   
 

The meeting ended at 9.29pm.   
 
Summary of Decisions: 
 

➢ Minutes of the Parish Council Meetings held on 14 December 2021; 18 January 
2022 by Zoom and 15 February 2022 by Zoom 

➢ Planning Applications 
➢ A Platinum Jubilee mug to be given to eligible Woolsery children 
➢ Payments 
➢ Award of the 2022 grass cutting contract 

 
 
 
__________________________________________   __________ 
Chairman         Date 
 


