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Minutes of Woolsery Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday,
15 April 2025 in Bucks Cross Village Hall at 7.30pm.

Chaired by: Councillor L Spittles due to
the iliness of the Chairman

Clerked by: Mrs S Squire

Present: Councillors

S Hill
S Sallvidant
L Spittles

Agenda: -

Co-option of Parish Councillor to fill one of the 3
vacant seats on the Parish Council

Public Comment Session

Apologies

Declaration of Personal / Prejudicial Interests

Approval of the Minutes of the Parish Council
meeting held on 18 March 2025

Reports

Planning / Planning Correspondence

Finances

To consider a response to items raised under the
Public Session

Correspondence

Annual Parish Meeting and Black Bag Distribution

Date and time of next meeting

Action:

24/25. | Co-option of Parish Councillor to fill one of the 3 vacant seats on the Parish
140 | Council.

An email expressing an interest to be co-opted had been received from Miss H

Freeman.

. . Clerk to
Proposed by Councillor Spittles advise HF
Seconded by Councillor Salvidant and unanimously agreed. and email

details at that time.

Planning Explained

The Clerk advised that ordinarily, compliance and policies would be provided to
new Councillors at the time of option but as this would be circulated to all
Councillors for the Annual Parish Council meeting in May, she would receive the

She would, however, be provided with links to the following publications:
The Good Councillors Guide

The Good Councillors Guide to Employment

The Good Councillors Guide to Finance

The Good Councillors Guide to Cyber Security

How to respond to planning applications

links

24/25. | Public Comment Session. None present.

14

24/25. | Apologies. Councillor Heywood, M Hill, District Councillor Harding,

142

24/25. | Declaration of Personal / Prejudicial Interest for items on the Agenda. None.
143

24/25. | Minutes.

144

24/25. | Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 18 March 2025 to be approved
144.1 | and signed as a true and accurate record.

Proposed by Councillor Spittles.

Seconded by Councillor S Hill and unanimously agreed.
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24/25. | Reports.
145
24/25. | County Councillor Wilton-Love. Not present.
145.1
24/25. | District Councillors. None present.
145.2
The Clerk advised that Councillor Dart contacted her after the last meeting
advising that she had some funds remaining in her grant allocation for the 2024/25
financial year and enquired if Woolsery Parish Council could make use of it.
The Clerk contacted Councillors and obtained authorisation to claim £200.00
towards plants for the village planters.
The relevant form was completed, has been processed and the amount credited to
the Current Account. An Evaluation Form is required after the plants have been
purchased.
LS
Councillor Spittles will ask Bucks Cross and District Gardening Club for advice as
to what to plant.
Councillor S Hill to ask if people are prepared to continue sponsorship of the SH
Woolsery planters.
An e-card of thanks had been sent to Councillor Dart for her generosity.
24/25. | Parish Clerk.
145.3
24/25. | South West Water First Time Sewerage Application.
145.3. | The Clerk had ascertained that complaints could not be submitted to Ofwat.
1 The Consumer Council for Water was the appropriate body and the letter had
been forwarded accordingly, and also to the Environment Agency where it had
been passed to the local customer team.
The timeline had also been sent to BBC Spotlight; ITV Westcountry; Devon Live;
North Devon Journal; North Devon Gazette and the Western Morning News.
Spotlight had acknowledged the email.
ITV Westcountry had replied asking for more details of the scheme and why it is
needed. SS to send
details to
North Devon Gazette had replied in the same way as ITV Westcountry. the Clerk
24/25. | Damage to grass verge at Manor Park.
;45-3- A reply is awaited regarding back filling from the Neighbourhood Highways Officer.
24/25. | Site meeting between the Chairman and Neighbourhood Highways Officer.
;45-3- A reply is awaited giving dates and times.
24/25. | Leaves on the road to Bucks Mills.
145.3. | The Clerk contacted TDC who responded immediately.
4 An email commending the work has been sent.
TDC were of the opinion that this was a DCC Highways action, as was originally
thought and reported to them.
24/25. | East Park Bus Shelter.
;45-3- A reply is awaited from Westward Housing Association regarding the cost of legal

and administration fees involved, so that a decision can be taken to proceed or
otherwise.
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24/25. | Responded to planning applications.

145.3.

6

24/25. | Reported about the missing slipway signs at Bucks Mills, including the

;45-3- warning sign about the waterfall.

24/25. | Reported an alleged breach of planning at the Lime Kiln at Bucks Mills to TD

;45-3- Enforcement and the Conservation Officer at TDC, it being a listed structure.

24/25. | Made payments.

145.3.

9

24/25. | Parish Councillors:

1454

24/25. | M Hill. Not present. Items deferred to the May 2025 meeting.

145.4. | (1) Housing Needs Survey — Printing

1 (2) To confirm that the sign at Bucks Mills car park has been replaced

24/25. | D Hancock. Not present.

145.4. | (1) Dog Bins.

2 The Clerk advised that arrangements had been made with TDC for these to be
moved, which has now taken place.
Councillor Hancock had sent an email of commendation to TDC for the excellent
work and manner of the officers who undertook the work.
(2) Free Tree — Site visit with Councillor Spittles.
Councillor M Hill is in dialogue with the Forest School teacher at the Primary
School about being involved with the planting and is waiting for a reply.
There was a discussion about the ownership of the proposed site.

24/25. | R Heywood. Not present. Deferred to the May 2025 meeting.

145.4. | To confirm that visibility mirrors have been ordered and received, and the

5 damaged one at the Parkham junction removed and replaced.

24/25. | S Hill.

;45-4- (1) Grit Bin at Cranford Water. No contact.
(2) Video of road to Bradworthy to enable the Clerk to follow this up with
Bradworthy Parish Council. This was in hand.
Regarding emails sent by the Clerk from Highways about roads to be surface
dressed, there was a discussion about the timing of the work to be carried out on
the Woolsery road.

24/25. | S Salvidant. No items raised.

145.4.

7

24/25. | L Spittles. No items raised.

145.4.

8

24/25. | Planning / Planning Correspondence.

24/25. | The following Applications were considered:

146.1 = 1/0194/2025/FUL - Demolition of barn and erection of 1 no. dwelling C'erdk o

and associated works in lieu of Class Q approval — 1/0377/2023/AGMB fee:ponses
(self build) — agricultural building at Grid Reference 232086 119103, to TDC

Woolsery.
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The deadline date for the Parish Council’s response is 11/4/25 and the
planning officer has agreed to grant an extension so that the application
can be considered at this meeting.

Councillor S Hill proposed to reply that as the previous application
under Class Q was approved, Woolsery Parish Council does not feel
there is any comment that it can make to be valid. However, the
Parish Council would like to know if this planning application would
be supported if it was a new build in the open countryside if it did not
have prior Class Q approval.

Seconded by Councillor Spittles and unanimously agreed.

= 1/0267/2025/FUL — Demolition of agricultural buildings and erection of
one dwelling house with associated works in lieu of Class Q
permission (1/0545/2022/AGMB and 1/0540/2022/AGMB) (Variation of
Condition 2 of planning approval 1/0248/2024/FUL) — agricultural
building at Grid Reference 233576 119939 — Woolsery.
The deadline date for the Parish Council’s response is 18/4/25.
Councillor S Hill proposed to reply that as the previous application
under Class Q was approved, Woolsery Parish Council does not feel
there is any comment that it can make to be valid. However, the
Parish Council would like to know if this planning application would
be supported if it was a new build in the open countryside if it did not
have prior Class Q approval.
Seconded by Councillor Spittles and unanimously agreed.

The following Applications were received after the Agenda had been published:

= 1/0281/2025/FUL — Demolition of existing porch extension and new
orangery and lean-to extension — Mill Cottage, Bucks Mills.
The deadline date for the Parish Council’s response is 5/5/25.

Proposed by Councillor S Hill to reply: Woolsery Parish Council
object to the plans for the orangery and the extent of glazing due to it
being out of keeping in a Conservation area. The proposal does not
appear to further the statutory purposes of protected landscapes, it
being in the North Devon Coast National Landscape.

Councillors would welcome the Conservation Officer’'s comments.

However Woolsery Parish Council support the lean-to extension to
the property.
Seconded by Councillor Spittles and unanimously agreed.

= 1/0320/2025/FUL — Rebuild of existing Dutch Barn/Workshop for use
as ancillary domestic storage/workshop — Barn at Grid Reference
232703 119913, Woolsery.
The deadline date for the Parish Council’s response is 5/5/25.
Proposed by Councillor Spittles to respond ‘no comment’.
Seconded by Councillor Salvidant and unanimously agreed.

24/25,
146.2

Planning Correspondence.
The following TDC Decision Notices were noted:
Approval for:
= 1/0086/FUH — Removal of existing extension and erection of new
extension — 10 Manor Park, Woolsery.

= 1/057/2024/FUL — Erection of extension — Brambles, Bucks Cross.

24/25.
147

Finances.
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24/25. | Payments to be authorised:
147.1 | Proposed by Councillor Spittles.
Seconded by Councillor Salvidant and unanimously agreed. Clerk to
ki
a. Sue Squire: rpnaaymeents
April 2025 salary £534.59 by BACS
Expenses (broadband/photocopying/mileage) £. 36.45 £571.04
b. HMRC PAYE £133.40
c. Income and Bank Account Balances:
NatWest Current Account as at 15/4/25: £1,572.29
NatWest Savings Account as at 15/4/25: £17,659.15
Interest earned during March 2025: £19.72
It was noted that payment for the black refuse bags to distribute among
residents was taken on 19/3/25 by Shalla Trading at a total cost of £870.00.
VAT was £145.00 and the net total was £725.00.
This amount would show on the 2024/25 accounts and within the details of
expenditure over £100.00 for 2024/25.
24/25. | HMRC VAT Reclaim. It has been confirmed that a Unique Reference Number
147.2 | has been issued and the system set up for future VAT reclaims to be made online.
The amount of £1,170.52 has been credited to the Current Account, bringing
the VAT reclaim up to date.
This amount is included in the Current Account balance above.
24/25. | Preparation for the 2024/25 Audit.
147.3
24/25. | To agree the list of expenditure over £100; roles of Councillors and land owned.
147.4 | Councillor Spittles to ask Councillor Heywood regarding the Parish Council’s s
ownership of land known as the village green between the road and the Church
gate.
Proposed by Councillor Spittles.
Seconded by Councillor Salvidant and unanimously agreed.
24/25. | To agree the Asset Register as at March 2025. Deferred to the May 2025
147.5 | meeting. SH
Councillor S Hill is circulating a spreadsheet for Councillors to check.
24/25. | The Section 137 expenditure limit for the 2025/26 financial year has been
147.6 | announced and will be £11.10 per elector, up from £10.81 in 2024/25.
This means that the Parish Council can spend £11.10 per elector on items to
improve or enhance the Parish, or to give a grant to organisations.
There are, as at November 2024 when the latest Register of Electors was
published, a total of 947 on the Register meaning that a maximum of £10,511.70
can be spent under Section 137.
24/25. | To consider a response to items raised under the Public Session. None.
148
24/25. | Correspondence received.
149 | Emails from various agencies have been forwarded to Councillors.
24/25. | Annual Parish Meeting and Black Bag Distribution. Decision
150 There was a discussion about the pros and cons of combining both events. for 2026 to
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be made in
Sept.

24/25,
151

Date and time of next meeting: Tuesday, 20 May 2025 at Woolsery Sports and
Community Hall at 7.30pm.

This will be the Annual Parish Council Meeting and will include the Election of
Chairman and Vice Chairman, review and adoption of compliance and policies,
approval of the accounts for the year ended 31/3/25 and approval of the Annual
Governance and Accountability Return.

The meeting ended at 8.39pm.

Summary of Decisions:

>
>
>
>
>

Co-option of Councillor H Freeman

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 18 March 2025

Planning

Payments

2024/25 Expenditure over £100.00, roles of Councillors and land owned

These Minutes are agreed by those present as being a true record.

Signed: Date:

Chair of Woolsery Parish Council.




