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Minutes of Woolsery Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday, 
21 January 2025 in Bucks Cross Village Hall at 7pm.   

 
Chaired by:  Councillor L Spittles Clerked by:  Mrs S Squire 

 

Present:  Councillors 
 
D Hancock 
S Hill 
S Salvidant 
L Spittles 
 
District Councillor Dart 
 
5 Members of the public  
 
Jenny Carey-Wood, Manager of the North 
Devon Coast National Landscape 

Agenda: - 
Presentation 
Public Session 
Apologies 
Declaration of Personal / Prejudicial Interest 
Minutes 
Reports 
Finances 
To consider a response to items raised under  
  the Public Session 
Correspondence 
Date and time of next meeting 

                         
Action: 

24/25. 
105 

A Presentation was given by Jenny Carey-Wood, Manager of the North 
Devon Coast National Landscape (formerly the Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty). The following was covered: 
 

§ Designated in 1960, covering an area of 171 sq km 
§ Who Are We? 
§ National Landscape Partnership Members 
§ History 
§ Changes Today 
§ What is Natural Beauty 
§ Involvement in Planning 
§ Farming in Protected Landscapes 
§ Finding Nature’s Footprints 
§ Sustainable Development Fund 
§ Communications and Engagement 

 

Rebranding of the Organisation was explained.  
  
When Parish Council’s comment on Planning Applications, it was requested that 
the Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) is mentioned. 
 
The Organisation have two planning experts.  A resident felt it would be helpful 
for the AONB responses to be available earlier, to help other organisations / 
parishioners formulate a response and in this connection, a Design Guide was 
mentioned.  
 
Signage was felt to be important to alert visitors that they were in an AONB, in 
the hope that this would manage waste.  
 
In connection with the Levelling Up and Regeneration Act 2023, Clause 245 … 
‘duty “to seek to further the statutory purposes of protected landscapes”.   
Councillors were keen to include this wording in future responses to planning 
applications.  
The new legislation applies to licensing as well as planning. 
 
The organizing is reviewing it’s Management Plan. 466 people replied to the 
consultation which was very encouraging.  
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Organisations and residents were encouraged to use wording from the 
Organisation’s Policies. 
 
At the end of the talk, the notice boards at Bucks Mills were mentioned which 
were in a very poor state.   
It had been the intention that the Parish Council to refurbish these with the aid of 
an AONB Sustainable Development Fund application. However, the Clerk had 
ascertained from the AONB website that the deadline date had passed. 
 
Ms Carey-Wood advised that the organisation has the artwork, which was one of 
the big drawbacks of an application, not being aware of its location until now.  
The Parish Council was advised that the deadline date can be ignored and the 
AONB will facilitate the grant application item which can be funded were given 
and the Organisation has a log of the priority sites within the area. 
The notice board was added to the list.   
 
Funding from Defra was available for farmers to provide ponds, bird hides, 
orchards, hedges and trees.   
 
A Lottery funded project - Finding Nature’s Footprints will be held at the Atlantic 
Academy.  On the Friday of the event, it will be for Schools and on the Saturday, 
for members of the public.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 

24/25. 
106 

Public Comment Session.  None present.  

24/25. 
107 

Apologies.  Councillors M Hill, R Heywood, District Councillor S Harding, 
County Councillor Wilton-Love. 
 

 

24/25. 
108 

Declaration of Personal / Prejudicial Interest for items on the Agenda.  
None. 
 

 

24/25. 
109 

Minutes.  

24/25. 
109.1 

Minutes of the Part I and Part II Confidential Parish Council Meeting held  
on 17 December 2024 to be approved and signed as a true and accurate  
record. 
The Part I Minutes were approved and signed as a correct record. 
Proposed by Councillor Spittles. 
Seconded by Councillor S Hill and unanimously agreed. 
 
The Part II Confidential Minutes of 17 December 2024 will be approved and 
signed when the Chairman of the Parish Council is present and chairing the  
meeting.  
  

 

24/25. 
110 

Reports.  

24/25. 
110.1 

County Councillor J Wilton-Love.  Apologies given.  

24/25. 
110.2 

District Councillor Dart.  Written Report received as follows: 
HERE IS MY UPDATE FOR YOU UP TO THE END OF JANUARY: 
The following decisions were taken at community resources committee on 20th 
Jan. 
 
2024 Update to Torridge District Council's Carbon Footprint  
Resolved:  
That the 2024 update of the Carbon Footprint for Torridge District Council be 
approved for publication. …………… 
[this was not a very positive report, a discussion followed as to should our target 
deadline remain, or move….I felt that by 2030 the council may well not exist in 
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its current form thanks to the governments devolution plan, therefore it was 
largely not relevant!] 
 
Victoria Park Nurseries  
Resolved: 
That the submission of a planning application to renovate/convert the garages at 
Victoria Park Nurseries be approved.  
Torridge District Council - In-House Money Advice Service  
Resolved: 
That the 12 month in house money advice trial scheme for Torridge District 
Council be approved.  
 

[This is for in person debt advise , for such persons that struggle with internet or 
phones, and will be under taken via a body called “navigate “whom are best 
placed to undertake it. 
 
Yesterday we were notified that a Torridge councillor who was subject to court 
action, had this result: 
Cllr Ford 
 

Imprisonment:  Committed to prison for 18 Weeks. 
Restraining order made for the defendant in the following terms: 
 
 1. Not to contact Staci Dorey directly or indirectly (except when attending 
Council Meetings whilst acting in his capacity as an elected Councillor).  
 
2. Not to use threatening, abusive, intimidating or insulting words or behaviour 
(Including via electronic means such as telephone or email) towards any Council 
Officers or Councillors. 
 
3. Not to contact Staff or officers of Torridge District Council by electronic means 
(including not to telephone or email), unless it is the officer designated by the 
Council for official Council business.  
 
4. Not to be within 100 metres of Torridge District Council Offices at Riverbank 
House, Bideford EX39 2QG. 
 
This order lasts until 28/01/2029.  
 
This order is made on conviction. 
 

Leonard Ford is ordered to pay costs of £685.00 to the Crown and a surcharge 
of £154. 
 
And here are the decisions from the Budget special Community and resources 
committee on 27 January, 2025. 
 
Miscellaneous Fees & Charges  
RESOLVED: 
That the recommendation for the Beach Hut fee to be increased in line with 
inflation be approved.  
(Vote: For – 9, Against – 1, Abstention – 0) 
 
That the recommendation for the fee on the reserved bays at Windmill Lane, 
Northam be increased incrementally to £525.00 over the next two years.  
(Vote: For – 8, Against – 2, Abstentions – 0)  
 
That the recommendation for Bone Hill Car Park to have a period of free parking 
from Saturday midday to Monday 8am, to bring in line with The Pill, Bideford, 
Torrington and Holsworthy, be approved. 
(Vote: For – 7, Against – 2, Abstentions – 1)  
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The fees at Castle Hill work hub, Torrington, are not increased 
(Vote: For – 9, Against – 1, Abstentions – 0) 
 
That the recommendation for the all day charge at Well Park car park, 
Holsworthy, and the Torrington equivalent, to be an incremental increase in line 
with inflation, be approved.   
(Vote: For – 7, Against – 1, Abstentions – 2)  
 
That the recommendation in the report be approved along with the previously 
agreed amendments.  
(Vote: For – unanimous) …..This approved all the other fees and charges. 
 
Budget 2025/26, Medium Term Financial Strategy 2025/26 - 2029/30  
 
RESOLVED:  
That the following recommendations be approved and noted, and recommended 
to Full Council: 
 

a)    Torridge’s Band D Council Tax for 2025/26 be increases by (2.99%) from 
£189.50 to £195.17 per year  
 

b)    Torridge’s Net Revenue Budget 2025/26 is £12.109m 
 

c)     The contributions to the Council’s reserves as outlined in paragraph 11.4 
are approved. 
 

d)    That in light of the risks to the Council’s finances identified within the report 
that the Member Working Group continue its work to bring the Council’s budgets 
back into balance. 
 
That members note: 
 
The Chief Finance Officer (s151 Officer) assurance of the robustness of the 
budget 2025/26 set out in section 13 of the report. 
 
Note the assumptions and forecast applied to develop the MTFS outlined in 
section 9. 
 
(Vote: For – 7, Against – 1, Abstention – 1)………….I was the one and only 
councillor who voted against this! 
 
Capital Programme 2025/26 to 2029/30  
 
RESOLVED:  
That the recommendation to update the Capital Programme with the four new 
projects as stated in the report be approved and recommended to Full Council.  
(Vote: 7, Against – 0, Abstentions – 1)………….I had to leave the meeting, so 
missed this vote 
 
Other news: 
 
LOTS OF COSULTATIONS ONGOING RE DEVOLUTION AMONGST ALL 
POLITICAL BODIES NATIONALLY…..I am unconvinced that this will be in the 
best interests of residents, particularly in rural sparsely populated areas…. See 
below for link to the white paper on this. 
 
TORRIDGE HAVE HAD TO RE CALCULATE THEIR 5 YR HOUSING LAND 
SUPPLY ACCORDING TO NEW CRITERIA AND NOW DONT HAVE ONE! 
 
STRENGTHENED ROBUSTNESS FOR DEVELOPMENT WITHIN NATIOINAL 
PARKS THOUGH. 
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In addition to the above details, TDC has approved an inhouse money advice 
staff member to give in person advice.  A firm called Navigate will do the staff 
training.     
 

24/25. 
110.3 

Parish Clerk:  

24/25. 
110.3.1 

Remote Meetings Response.  The relevant online form had been completed.  

24/25. 
110.3.2 

Clothes Bank.  Elm Tree Textiles were requested to either supply a larger bin 
or a second one.   
They felt this was not necessary, going by the amount collected in the past.  
The fortnightly collections are being monitored and should the amount of clothes 
donated increase, they are happy to review the situation. 
The Clerk to ask how much has been raised since the collections started.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

24/25. 
110.3.3 

Airband.  The company has been advised that the Parish Council agreed to 
sign the Wayleave which has been completed and returned. 
 

 

24/25. 
110.3.4 

Information Boards at Bucks Mills Car Park.  
These had been covered under the talk by North Devon Coast National 
Landscape. 
 

 

24/25. 
110.3.5 

Planning Application responses submitted.  

24/25. 
110.3.6 

Payments made.  

24/25. 
110.3.7 

Emergency Plan.  Mr Martin Rich of Devon Communities Together can give a 
talk on 3/3/25 and after contacting him regarding the length of this, due to 
Woolsery Sports and Community Hall being booked until 8pm that day, he 
advised that the talk would be at least 2 hours. 
In the circumstances, the Clerk has made enquiries of Clovelly Parish Hall, 
which is available for hire that evening at a cost of £10 per hour. 
 

The talk would be extended to include neighbouring Parishes, such as Hartland 
and Parkham, and it was known that Clovelly Parish Council was also receptive 
to such a talk. 
 
Councillors were in favour of booking Clovelly Parish Hall.  The hire fee to be 
negotiated if possible and ask if the Clerk of Hartland Parish Council can attend. 
Mrs S Squire, Parish Clerk to Woolsery and Clovelly Parish Councils would be 
unavailable due to being on leave.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

24/25. 
110.3.8 

Free Tree from Devon Wildlife Trust. 
Councillor Spittles will collect this on Thursday.  
 

Councillor S Hill advised that the Head Teacher of Woolsery Primary School 
was keen to involve the school pupils to explain the reason for the planting in 
connection with action to help address climate change.   
 

Councillor Hancock will make enquiries about former pupils and ask a local tree 
surgeon, Ben Trevor, the best time to plant the tree.   
 

 
LS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DH 

24/25. 
110.3.9 

Letter supporting farmers in connection with Inheritance Tax implications. 
A draft had been circulated to Councillors who felt the wording was in order. 
The Clerk to forward to Councillor Heywood for any amendments to be made.  
 

 
Clerk / RH 

24/25. 
110.3.10 

Tender for work to Overgrown trees – successful contractor advised. 
 

An enquiry had been made as to when the work will be done and a reply 
received that he had a series of large projects ongoing and the Parish Council 
would be advised when the work would be done, expected to be before the 
February meeting.    
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24/25. 
110.3.11 

Tender for maintenance of bus shelters – successful contractor advised. 
 

The work has been completed and the invoice received for payment which was 
dealt with under Minute No. 24/25.113.1. 
 

 

24/25. 
110.3.12 

2025/26 Precept – details advised to TDC. 
 

 

24/25. 
110.3.13 

Vacancies on the Parish Council. 
There are a total of three seats to be filled.   
 

Clerk to 
prepare 
advert 

24/25. 
111 

Parish Councillors:  

24/25. 
111.1 

M Hill 
Housing Needs Survey – Printing.  Due to apologies being received, this 
matter was deferred to the February meeting.  
 

February 
meeting 

24/25. 
111.2 

D Hancock 
Parish Paths Partnership Survey.  The path which had been reported as 
having a problem had been sorted. 
There is another, Footpath 2, where the stile has been replaced with a gate. 
The way it opens is awkward and dogs have to be lifted over.   
 
Various people have walked the footpaths.  No feedback reporting problems had 
been received.  
An article to be included in the Parish News requesting that if people uses the 
footpaths and sees a problem, the Parish Council should be informed.  
 

 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

24/25. 
111.3 

R Heywood 
Bus Shelter at East Park.  Due to apologies being received, this matter was 
deferred to the February meeting.  
 

 
February 
Meeting 

24/25. 
111.4 

S Hill 
 

(1) Black bag distribution – prices obtained and circulated / 2025 Annual 
Parish Meeting Format.  The Hall has been booked for 5/4/25. 
 

Proposed by Councillor S Hill to purchase 50 boxes of 20 rolls in a box 
from Shalla Trading. 
Seconded by Councillor Spittles and unanimously agreed. 
  
(2) Grit bin at Cranford Water. Deferred.  
 

Clerk to 
order bags 
from Shalla 
Trading 
and ask RH 
if he can 
store them 
 
 
February 
meeting 

24/25. 
111.5 

S Salvidant.  No items raised.  
 

 

24/25. 
111.6 

L Spittles 
Sign at Bucks Mills car park.  This was destroyed during Storm Darragh. 
Councillor M Hill has made a replacement which is to be fixed.   
 
SWW – Notification of road closure on road from Higher Waytown to Horns 
Cross.  Letter received by a parishioner that advised work would be carried out 
between 22/04/2025 and 28/04/2025. 
The Parish Council had not been informed and the Clerk rang the helpline and 
was told that SWW does not routinely inform Parish Council’s of upcoming work. 
Once the road closure has been approved by Devon Highways, a Road Closure 
Order will be issued and circulated to stakeholders and this will include the 
Parish Council.  
 

 
MH 

24/25. 
112 

Planning / Planning Correspondence.  None.  

24/25. 
113 

Finances.  
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24/25. 
113.1 

Payments to be authorised:   
Proposed by Councillor Spittles to approve Items A and B which had been 
included on the Agenda. 
Seconded by Councillor Hancock and unanimously agreed.  
 
Proposed by Councillor Spittles to approve Item C, the invoice for which 
had been received on the morning of the meeting.  The delay for sending it 
was advised to Councillors and accepted, noting that the amount had been 
agreed when the contract was awarded. 
Seconded by Councillor S Hill and unanimously agreed.  
 

a. Sue Squire:  
January 2025 salary                     £510.93 
Expenses (broadband/photocopying/mileage)       £  15.75     £526.68  

 

b. HMRC  PAYE                                 £127.60 
 

           c.    S Hastings.  Refurbishment / maintenance of bus shelters £2,225.00 
 
           d.    Income and Bank Account Balances: 

NatWest Current Account as at 21/1/25:       £213.61 
NatWest Business Account as at 21/1/25:    £22,765.69 
 
Interest earned during December 2024: £28.70 

 

Clerk to 
make 
payments 
via BACS 

24/25. 
113.2 

Grass Cutting Tender. 
This expires in March 2025.   
 

Councillors agreed the wording for the Tender to run from 2025 to 2028 which is  
to state that the right hand side at Copper Hill, opposite Old Market Drive is not  
to be cut, and that care must be taken around the flower boxes in front of all  
signs.    
 
Proposed by Councillor Spittles, seconded by Councillor S Hill and  
unanimously agreed.  
 

 
 
Clerk to 
prepare 
updated 
Tender and 
send to LS 
to put on  
Facebook 

24/25. 
113.3 

2025/26 Grants.  Following the approval of grants, Councillors have been  
circulated with the accounts from the Friends of Woolsery School to support  
their application.  
 

 

24/25. 
114 

To consider a response to items raised under the Public Session.  None. 
 

 

24/25. 
115 

Correspondence received.  Emails from various agencies have been  
forwarded to Councillors. 
 

 

24/25. 
115.1 

New Neighbourhood Highway Officer appointed for the area.  Details had  
been circulated to Councillors.  
 
The Clerk has been in email correspondence with him, and County Councillor  
Wilton-Love regarding a report from Councillor Hancock that the bus had once  
again driven over the verge while going through Manor Park.  This was due to a  
diversion because of a tree across the road on the usual route. 
 

Stagecoach had been advised and provided with evidential pictures. 
 

The Neighbourhood Highway Officer had advised that to make the verge  
narrower, the cost would be prohibitive and suggested in the event of another  
road closure, that No Parking cones were placed through Manor Park to give the  
bus better access without the need to mount the verge. 
 

He went on to say:  In an ideal world we would consider some concrete  
sets in between the verge and the kerb, although the irony is that it often  
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encourages people to park on them and the corners. 
 

He enquired if Woolsery had signed up for the Road Warden scheme and had  
been advised by the Clerk that this was not progressed after hearing about the  
significant problems experienced by Clovelly Parish Council.  
 
 
The Neighbourhood Highways Officer had requested the Parish Council to  
provide details of 10 roads in poor condition for further investigation. 
 
Councillor Spittles advised there was no facility on the DCC website to report  
leaves on the road.  She had tried to do this because of the amount of leaves on  
Bucks Hill, making it slippery.  
 

 
DH to 
provide 
figures for 
permeable 
matting 
 
February 
Agenda 
 
 
Clerk to 
report 

24/25. 
116 

Date and time of next meeting: 
Tuesday, 18 February 2025 at Woolsery Sports and Community Hall at 7.30pm. 
 

Councillor Spittles gave her apologies in advance.  
 
The 80th anniversary of the ending of World War II (VE Day) to be included on 
the Agenda. 
 

The meeting ended at 9.19pm. 
 

 
 
 
 
February 
Agenda 

Summary of Decisions:  
Ø Part I Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 17 December 2024 
Ø Order 50 boxes of black bags for the annual distribution to parishioners 
Ø Payments 
Ø Wording for grass cutting tender 

 

These Minutes are agreed by those present as being a true record. 
 

Signed: 
Chair of Woolsery Parish Council. 

Date: 
 
 
 

 


