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Minutes of Woolsery Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday,
17 June 2025 in Woolsery Sports and Community Hall at

7.30pm.

Chaired by: Councillor L Spittles

Clerked by: Mrs S Squire

Present: Councillors

H Freeman
D Hancock
R Heywood
S Hill

S Salvidant
L Spittles

County Councillor R Julian during Minute
No. 22.2

District Councillors Andrews, Dart and
Harding until the end of Minute No. 23.1
heard after Minute No. 22.1

0 Members of the public

Agenda: -

Public Comment Session

Declarations of Interest

Apologies

Approval of the Minutes of the Annual Parish

Council
Meeting held on 20 May 2025

Reports

Matters Arising from the Minutes of 20 May 2025

Planning & Planning Correspondence

Finance

To consider a response to items raised under the
Public Session

Correspondence

Date and time of next meeting

18. Public Comment Session. No members of the public were present.

19. Declarations of Interest. None.

20. Apologies. Councillor M Hill.

21. Approval of the Minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting held on 20

May 2025.

Proposed by Councillor Freeman.

Approved and signed as a correct record.

Seconded by Councillor S Hill and unanimously agreed.

22. Reports

221 County Councillor R Julian.

pupils, with a capacity of 800.

West Water earlier in the day.
The children were well behaved.

= Standards Committee

Appointments to outside bodies:

He had visited Bideford College and the Atlantic Academy, the latter having 250

He had asked them if they had sewerage problems and was advised that there is
an odour from time to time — this was raised at the Teams meeting with South

He is on the following Committees at DCC:
= Children’s Scrutiny Committee

= Torridge Highways and Traffic Orders Committee

= Devon and Severn Inshore Fisheries & Conservation Authority
= Devon and Somerset Fire & Rescue Authority
= South West Regional Flood and Coastal Committee (RFCC)

As regards the waterfall at Bucks Mills, which it is known is polluted with human
waste, this is unacceptable and steps should be taken to stop the pollution.

Action:
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Highway problems. He has had conversations with the Neighbourhood Highway
Officer. There had been many complaints due to highway workers allegedly
asleep.

He is going to get Highways to sort out the trench near the Primary School.

Councillor S Hill asked if HATOC meetings would be coming to North Devon and
was advised that there is one planned in Torrington, and in future, the venues will
be moved around. It is possible there will be more regular meetings.

Councillor Spittles advised about a message she had received from a person and
family members had suffered damage to tyres and shock absorbers on their
vehicles at Venn.

They put in a claim to DCC and initially they were not going to pay compensation
but now they are.

It was suggested that if cars are damaged due to the road surface, photographs
should be taken of the damage and the pothole to support a claim.

DCC Councillors are going to try and bring highways work inhouse.

Minute 23.1 was brought forward at this point in the meeting.

22.2

District Councillors Andrews; Dart; Harding.
The latest written Report had been received and circulated from Councillor
Dart, the details being included in the May Minutes.

S Harding.

= TDC'’s Leadership is unaltered for the coming municipal year.

= He has been elected as Vice Chair of the Internal Scrutiny Committee.

*= The Unitary plans were continuing, but Devon County Council are not
releasing any information.

= The Clean Maritime Innovation Centre is progressing well.

» Bideford Town Hall has a large crack in the floor and a Survey is to be
carried out.

» Holsworthy Leisure Centre has a new roof with solar panels. The aim is to
make the building carbon neutral.

S. Andrews. She is on the Crematorium Committee and as previously reported,
the North Devon Crematorium is very competitively priced for cremations.

After a time of reduced usage, it is now being used a lot more, the nearest other
facility being Exeter or Taunton.

223

Clerk’s Report: (Where not mentioned elsewhere on the Agenda)

22.31

Updated compliance, policies and Asset Register in preparation for the
2024/25 audit which are now with the internal auditor.

22.3.2

Is in correspondence with Community First, the Parish Council’s insurers
regarding cover for assets.

22.3.3

Submitted the Parish Council’s response on planning applications to TDC.

2234

Made payments by BACS.

22.3.5

Westward Housing. Correspondence regarding Lease and legal fees in relation
to the proposed new bus shelter at East Park. It has been advised that the Parish
Council’s question regarding costs continues to be investigated.

22.3.6

Road between Woolsery and Bradworthy. Has been in email correspondence
with County Councillors Julian and Rowsell and the Parish Clerk of Bradworthy
Parish Council. No response had been received.
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22.3.7

Interpretation Boards. Is in correspondence with the North Devon Coast
National Landscape (formerly AONB) where the Team were advised of the
conversation with the former Chairman regarding the fact that they had the
artwork, it had been suggested that no funding application was necessary and
that they would liaise with the landowners, bearing in mind that the Boards were
not in the ownership of the Parish Council.

224 Parish Councillors:
22.41 | H Freeman. No items were raised.
22.4.2 | D Hancock
Is watering planter on road from Cranford at village entrance.
People are saying they are happy with the new location of the dog bins.
22.4.3 | R Heywood
= Bus Shelter at East Park. Clarification of the position regarding Highways
and TDC. Nothing further to report on either item.
= Wording from Highways regarding land outside the Parish Church
22.4.4 | M Hill. Not present.
Information on land ownership outside the Parish Church after checking details on
the Land Registry website.
22.4.5 | S Hill. No items were raised.
22.4.6 | S Salvidant. There is Overnight car parking in Bucks Mills car park.
22.4.7 | L Spittles
= ldeas for future community involvement.
She wants to get young people involved and had spoken to the Youth Club
who had expressed an interest.
= Councillor Projects. If there were any particular projects, these would have
a six monthly feedback.
= Councillor Heywood suggested a blog type article after meetings so that
people would know who their Councillors were and what had been
discussed / agreed at the last meeting
= Councillor Badges were suggested
= Bucks Cross Planters. Councillor Spittles to deal with this. LS
= Letter to SWW regarding the First Time Sewerage Application (Minute No.
below refers)
= Road from Venn to Duredon. Covered under County Councillor Julian’s
Report.
= Clerk to send letter of congratulations to The Farmers Arms for the award | .
of a Michelin Star in the Michelin Guide.
23. Matters Arising from the Minutes of 20 May 2025.
23.1 South West Water First Time Sewerage Application.

Councilllors Spittles and Salvidant have liaised regarding a response to South
West Water in connection with the questionnaire provided for residents to
complete and a letter with three timelines has been sent to SWW’s Chief
Executive, other SWW officers, Sir Geoffrey Cox MP, County and District
Councillors, Parkham Parish Council and the Environmental Protection Officer at
TDC.
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SWW has invited the Parish Council and other stakeholders to a Teams Meeting
on Tuesday, 17/6/25.

Councillors Spittles and Salvidant attended on behalf of Woolsery Parish Council
and reported as follows:

Those present were: District Councillor Harding; Matthew Millichope (TDC); Sir
Geoffrey Cox’s office manager; representatives from SWW.

They talked about the first time a Sewerage Application was put forward in 2010
which was rejected.

A new Application from Woolsery and Parkham Parish Councils was submitted in
2020 for 32 properties in Bucks Mills and further properties in Bucks Cross.

The Application had been discussed in SWW'’s Investment Planning Committee
who wanted to ascertain if the scheme, costing in the region of £2 million was cost
effective.

As a result of this, a questionnaire had been sent out to residents which gave the
option to speak to SWW. Some people took up this offer.

45 responses out of 78 had been received. 18 wanted to commit, 21 did not and
there were 6 others who were unsure.

At Bucks Mills, there are 32 properties of which 26 responded.
14 wanted to be connected, 6 did not, 6 had no view.

At Bucks Cross, there had been 18 responses and of those, 4 wanted to connect.

Matthew Millichope (TDC) said they had the power to serve enforcement notices
but a decision taken at higher level agreed not to do this, only if SWW puts the
sewerage scheme in place. Property owners were made aware of this at the time.

Councillors Spittles and Salvidant asked about the signs thrown over cliff advising
there was pollution in the waterfall and was advised they would be replaced but
no change to the wording.

Matthew Millichope (TDC) asked why the Environment Agency was not present
and was advised that they have to stay neutral.

If SWW refuse the scheme, an Appeal goes via The Environment Agency, and
there are a number of Applications across the region.

SWW advised that an event will be held in the next month.
Councillor Salvidant advised that some house owners would be unable to attend
as they will not be in Bucks Mills.

SWW was asked how many houses needed to sign up for the scheme to be
viable and those at the Teams meeting were told ‘a significant amount more were
required’.

In Bucks Mills, of the 32 houses, there were 10 permanent residents.

Second home owners and renters make up the rest.

Only 1/3™ of properties were lived in permanently.

If SWW refuse to do the scheme, the majority of the current waste systems (i.e.

septic tanks) will become illegal as they, or their soak aways are too close to the
waterway. This will result in properties becoming unsealeable to any buyer who
requires a mortgage.
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There is no leakage and the majority of the pollution is from about 15 properties
whose untreated waste goes directly into the stream, as they cannot install septic
tanks. Those septic tanks currently in use will become illegal if the scheme does
not progress.

Councillor S Hill asked how many of the non permanent residents are
understanding of the situation and was advised by Coucillor Salvidant that some
residents didn’t know what was involved or what are they are signing up to.

She felt the questionnaire was designed to put people off.

The current sewerage pipe was put in during the 1970s down the middle of the
road.
If residents connect, their existing septic tank needs to be decommissioned.

At the Teams Meeting, Councillor Salvidant asked why in 2022 Mark Beer (former
employee at TDC) sent an email which she read that said yes in principle. It was
implied the person didn’t have the authority to say yes.

Overall, it seemed that SWW was trying to find a reason not to implement the
scheme.
House owners have not got the curtilage or depth of ground in their properties.

County Councillor Julian asked about pollution of stream and was advised that
some effluent goes right into the stream, with one toilet on rails directly over the
water, which then carries on down the stream, over the waterfall, across the
beach and into the sea.

There is no leaking and the pollution it is from about 15 properties where the
waste goes directly into the stream.

Those with septic tanks will be illegal if the scheme progresses.

Councillor Heywood was of the opinion that TDC would not take enforcement
action as long as there was a possibility that SWW would deliver the scheme but it
was felt that people have no choice, there is no solution so no action can be taken
against them. SWW can only take responsibility if they provide a facility.

All residents pay for water, people with houses without sewage solutions do not
pay for sewerage but all other properties pay for emptying and maintenance of
their systems.

Councillor Salvidant gave the historic details of 2020 when a person wanted to
sell their house.

Only cash buyers can buy houses then there is the problem of onward selling in
the future should future buyers need a mortgage.

The question was also raised about rental properties and whether it was legal to
do so.

23.2 Parish Council Insurance. The Clerk is in email correspondence regarding
assets to be included.

24, Planning & Planning Correspondence.

241 There were no Planning Applications to consider.

24.2 Planning Correspondence.

24.2.1 | Application — 1/0108/2025/FUL — Bundys, Bucks Cross.
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The Clerk has been in email correspondence with the planning officer regarding
the fact that the application had been determined before the date shown on the
letter when the Parish Council was contacted and invited to response as a
statutory consultee.

Upon investigation, there was a computer-generated error as it is shown on TDC’s
system as a 14 day consultation. This is being raised by the planning officer with
the planning support team as an issue with the IT system.

24.2.2

The following TDC Decision Notices were noted:
Approvals for
= Application 1/0320/2025/FUL — Rebuild of existing Dutch
Barn/Workshop for use as ancillary domestic storage/workshop
(amended red edge) — Barn at Grid Reference 23273 119913,
Woolsery.
= Application 1/0281/2025/FUL — Demolition of existing porch extension
and new orangery and lean-to extension — Mill Cottage, Bucks Mills.
= 1/0355/2025/FUL — Erection of extension (Variation of condition 2 of
planning approval 1/1057/2024/FUL) — Brambles, Bucks Cross.

25.

Finance.

251

Balances:
NatWest Current Account as at 17/6/25: £8,063.91
NatWest Savings Account as at 17/6/25: £18,393.77

Interest earned in May 2025: £16.62

25.2

Budgetary figures for May 2025; bank reconciliation and details of payment
document for signature by the Chairman, Vice Chairman and Clerk had been
circulated to Councillors to comply with Financial Regulations.

25.3

To approve and authorise the following payments.
Proposed by Councillor Spittles.
Seconded by Councillor Heywood and unanimously agreed.

25.31 | BACS | Mrs S June 2025 salary and expenses
Squire Salary £534.39
Expenses £21.15 £555.54
25.3.2 | BACS | HMRC PAYE £133.60
25.3.3 | BACS | MrR Grass Cutting £900.00
Stoneman

Payment of 2025/26 Grants to Local Organisations:

2534 BACS | Woolsery Primary £150.00
School

25.3.5 BACS | 1°t Woolsery Scout £150.00
Group

25.3.6 BACS | The Good Companions £100.00

25.3.7 BACS | All Hallows Church £150.00

25.3.8 BACS | Friends of Woolsery £150.00
School

25.3.9 BACS | Woolsery Youth Club £150.00

25.3.10 | BACS | Bucks Cross Village £150.00
Hall

25.3.11 | BACS | Project Linus £150.00

Payment of 2025/26 Grants to External Organisations:

Clerk to

pay by
BACS
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25.3.12 | BACS | Torridge, North, Mid & | Devon Citizens £150.00
West Advice

25.3.13 | BACS | South West Heritage North Devon Record | £ 50.00
Trust Office

25.3.14 | BACS | Torridge Volunteer £150.00
Cars

Payment of Councillors allowances for 2024/25:

25.3.15 | BACS | Clir M Hill Chairman for 2024/25 | £200.00
25.3.16 | BACS | Clir D Hancock £100.00
25.3.17 | BACS | Clir R Heywood £100.00
25.3.18 | BACS | Clir S Hill £100.00
25.3.19 | BACS | Clir L Spittles £100.00
25.3.20 | BACS | Clir S Salvidant £100.00
25.4 | 2024/25 Audit. It was noted that the accounts and supporting paperwork is being
internally audited by Westcotts Barnstaple and a Report received within the
Annual Governance and Accounting Return.
The Clerk has submitted the Certificate of Exemption to the external auditor, P K
F Littlejohn LLP in London and this has been acknowledged.
26. To consider a response to items raised under the Public Session.
No members of the public were present.
27. Correspondence. Various emails and publications have been circulated to
Councillors.
271 North Devon Record Office Funders and Supporters Event.
An appreciation event will be held at the North Devon Record Office on Tuesday,
22/7/25 from 2-4pm.
The invitation gives the opportunity to view some unique items from the extensive
collections. There will be a short introductory talk by Scott Pettitt, Head of Devon
Archives and Local Studies, plus an optional strongroom tour.
RSVP by 19/7/25.
28. Date and time of next meeting: Tuesday, 15 July 2025 at 7.30pm in Woolsery

Sports and Community Hall (not Bucks Cross Village Hall as originally arranged).
The meeting ended at 8.50pm.

Summary of Decisions:
» Minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting held on 20 May 2025
» Payments

These Minutes are agreed by those present as being a true record.

Signed:

Chair of Woolsery Parish Council.

Date:




