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Minutes of Woolsery Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday,
21 October 2025 in Bucks Cross Village Hall at 7.30pm.

Chaired by: Councillor L Spittles

Clerked by: Mrs Sue Squire

Present: Councillors

D Hancock
R Heywood
M Hill

S Hill

S Salvidant
L Spittles

County Councillor R Julian until Minute
No. 57.1

District Councillor Andrews until Minute
No. 57.1

3 Members of the public

Agenda: -

Public Comment Session

Declarations of Interest

Apologies

Approval of the Minutes of the Parish Council
Meeting held on 16 September 2025

Reports

Matters Arising from the Minutes of 16 September
2025

Planning and Planning Correspondence

Finance

To consider a response to items raised under the
Public Session

Correspondence

Date and time of next meeting

Action:

52. Public Comment Session.

52.1 A resident of Bucks Mills spoke about South West Water’s First Time Sewerage
Application and thanked the Parish Council for its support.

communicate with residents.

52.2

The communications from South West Water (SWW) were considered
‘desperately poor’ in general and in particular relating to the Drop In Session held
at Woolsery Sports and Community Hall on 16/9/25.

There had been letters/emails/telephone calls with no response and the
commitments made by SWW had not been honoured.

SWW had indicated that a decision would be made by Christmas 2025.

The resident considered that the estimate for the work, between £2 & £3 million
was incorrect and was likely to be more.

Even if all the houses, including Bucks Cross, a maximum of 100, agreed to join
the scheme, the numbers did not align, and the resident considered was that
SWW would probably reject the application on economic grounds.

The resident asked Woolsery Parish Council and Parkham Parish Council, the
two joint applicants of the planning application, whose Parish boundaries join at
the stream that runs through Bucks Mills, to coordinate with each other to
prepare to lodge an Appeal with the expectation of the First Time Sewerage
Application being rejected. The decision by the Environment Agency will be final,
and it was known that one other appeal had been successful elsewhere.

The resident had tried to contact EA for many months without success and the
resident has now been advised that it is not appropriate for the EA to

Minute No. 57.2 was then brought forward to discuss at this point in the
meeting for the benefit of the resident.

The applicants of the planning applications were present to answer any
questions and gave the reason why the applications had been submitted.
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53. Declarations of Interest.

Councillor Spittles declared a Prejudicial Interest in Minute No. 59.3.3,
Finance, reimbursement to her for the purchase of bulbs for the Bucks
Cross village planters.

54. Apologies. Councillor H Freeman, District Councillors Dart, Harding.

55. Approval of the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 16
September 2025.

Approved and signed as a correct record.

Proposed by Councillor Salvidant.

Seconded by Councillor Hancock and unanimously agreed.

56. Reports:

56.1 County Councillor R Julian.
To receive a report on the following:
= State of road between Woolsery and Bradworthy. (Email of 18/7/25 RJ

refers). There had been no response from Highways and the matter will EOV q
be raised at a forthcoming HATOC (Highways and Traffic Orders genda
Committee) Meeting. R

= State of road between Cranford and Bucks Cross. (Email of 19/7/25 | Nov
refers). There had been no response from Highways and the matter will | Agenda

be raised at a forthcoming HATOC Meeting.

* Trench across road outside Woolsery Primary School.
Councillors noted that preparation work had been done by painting in
June but it had still not been done. RJ
County Councillor Julian advised there had been no response from Nov
Highways and the matter will be raised at a forthcoming HATOC Meeting. Agenda

County Councillor Julian advised of a proposed solar farm stretching
from Holsworthy Beacon to Pyworthy.

This involved 17 farms and would consist of 2,750 solar panels, covering
1,112.886 hectares about which there was a lot of opposition.

As there is not enough room for battery storage, the proposal is to build
Pylons to carry the electricity away.

Sir Geoffrey Cox MP KC was to attend a meeting in Holsworthy regarding the
proposal.

County Councillor Julian also mentioned another solar farm, straddling the
TDC and North Devon Council areas involving 170 acres of solar panels.

To assist with the information, the Clerk advised that a large area of this
particular solar farm — Bulworthy with an additional Battery Energy Storage
System (BESS) was in one of the North Devon Council Parishes where she is
Parish Clerk and went on to say that as a 49.9MW solar farm, because two
authorities were involved, nine Councillors from the Planning Committee of
each authority would sit on the Committee to determine it.

North Devon Council had chosen it's nine Councillors but TDC had not yet
done this.

A separate planning officer is to be recruited to deal with the application which
is not expected to be determined until well into 2026.

A substantial amount of additional information, such as surveys and reports,
are still to be submitted.

56.2 District Councillor Andrews.
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Funding had been obtained for an industrial development which was to be in
Bideford but would now be in Torrington.

Solar panels had been fixed to the roof of the North Devon Crematorium. In the
event of a power cut, this will avoid any service about to begin or in progress, to
continue. In the future, it was hoped to have battery storage on the site.

Funding had been secured for the Agricultural Centre in Holsworthy.

56.3 | Clerk’s Report: (Where not mentioned elsewhere on the Agenda)

56.3.1 | Made payments by BACS

56.3.2 | Bus shelters. Advised HCDC that their quotation had been accepted in respect
of the ongoing maintenance.

56.3.3 | Tree care. Advised Mr B Trevor that his quotation had been accepted in respect
of works to trees.

56.3.4 | Ordered Poppy Wreath, which had been delivered to Clir Spittles.
She will contact All Hallows church regarding the Remembrance Sunday LS
arrangements.

Parish Councillors:

56.4.1 | H Freeman. Apologies given.

56.4.2 | D Hancock.

= The overgrown hedge at Manor Park had been cut and there was no
need for him to approach the householder.

= He had received many representations about the trench in the road
opposite the school. This had been covered under Minute No. 56.1,

bullet point 3.
= The footpath from Copper Hill to West Town involves skirting a field, via a
style which has been fenced and where the hedge is overgrown. The DH

landowner is MXB and Councillor Hancock will ask them to cut it back.

56.4.3 | R Heywood.

= The potholes on the road from Woolsery School to Duredon Cross had
been repaired, and a good job was done. The Clerk to send a
complimentary email to Highways.

= He will purchase Christmas Tree lights for the 2025 Christmas Tree to be |

placed in the village.

The order for a Christmas Tree to be on the November Agenda. Nov

There is a DCC Consultation on the Local Nature Recovery Strategy Agenda

which closes on 5/11/25. The details had not been received by the Clerk

to circulated. During the meeting, Councillor Salvidant accessed the

details on her phone and will send the link to the Clerk for circulation.

Clerk

Y

Meanwhile, the Clerk to enquire why the details had not been circulated gs /k
to Parish Councils. er
56.4.4 | M Hill.
= He would like to revisit the Affordable Housing topic. The February 2026 | Feb &
Agenda to include the item and a Housing Survey item to be on the March
March 2026 Agenda. 2026
Agenda

56.4.5 | S Hill. No items were raised.

56.4.6 | S Salvidant.

= She asked if any more was known about replacing the dilapidated notice
boards in and around Bucks Mills, as several people had commented on
the state of them. The Clerk to enquire the position from North Devon Clerk
Coast National Landscape (formerly the AONB).
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= As aresult of a fallen tree, which had been cleared, this broke a nearby

fence. Councillor Spittles to take a photo of the damage and report it. LS
= After the South West Water Drop In event on 19/9/25, it was discovered
that SWW had mistakenly said that the Bucks Mills car park belongs to
the Parish Council, when in fact it is in the ownership of TDC, as the
entrance signs will attest.
56.4.7 | L Spittles
= Reported overgrown Footpath 2 to DCC Public Rights of Way (PRoW)
Warden and has been advised that the cutting programme for this year
has ended, with contractors working on maintenance.
At the suggestion of the Clerk, the question was asked if the Parish
Council could pay a contractor to do the necessary work and this was
welcomed by DCC PRoW.
The PRoW Warden had said that a lot of the old County Roads are now
only kept open for agricultural access and DCC often reply on that use to
keep them open. This is a County Road but classed as a Category 12
Unclassified County Road (UCR). This is the lowest designation DCC
can give a road, and it equates to nothing more than a green lane or farm
track.
Councillor Spittles to contact DCC PRoW to advise it is shown on the LS
map
they have produced, and get a quote from DCC'’s contractors and / or ask
Mr R Stoneman, the contractor appointed to cut the grass in the Parish,
paid for by the Parish Council.
= She is planning to attend a meeting of the Torridge Collaborative where a LS
speaker from the Devon Association of Local Councils will cover, among
other items, the topic of the Precept. It is for this reason that the
Chairman feels that the 2026/27 Precept and Budget should not be set Dec
until after this information is known, and consequently, the Budget setting | Agenda
will be included on the Agenda for the meeting on 16 December.

57. Matters Arising from the Minutes of 16 September 2025.

571 Parish Council Website. Three quotations from firms specializing in Parish Clerk to
Council websites had been requested and details had been circulated to inform
Councillors ahead of the meeting to study. the 3

firms who
Parish Online First Year Thereafter had
_ quoted

d liai

Subscription 215 315 | o
(Includes website, email and .gov.uk domain) Town
The Clerk has had experience of this website arrangement before and found it Iig?ish
very difficult to understand and get on with. Other Clerks have said it has taken Websites
around a year to be fully conversant with the system. to

proceed
Town and Parish Websites by

sending
Set up fee 499 files and
Transfer of content of existing website 385 folders
Web hosting 275 p/a to include one email account | for inclu-
(Clerk?) sion
.gov.uk domain name registration fee 60p/a
Setting up of email accounts 60
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The Clerk has very favourable experience with the websites constructed by this
firm, finding them easy to use, with good support and back up and would
recommend that the new website is constructed by this firm, subject to
Councillors being in agreement.

Netwise

Premium Plus Plan (recommended for Woolsery Parish Council)

Set Up Fee 699

Annual Fee 440
1,139

Website storage 10GB

Email option 10 x 10GB Flexmail (included).

Additional accounts can be added for £24 p/a
No knowledge of this firm or system.
All firms have confirmed that the websites they construct are GDPR compliant
and accessibility ready (accessibility regulations WCAG 2.1 AA).

Proposed by Councillor Spittles that the new website is constructed by
Town and Parish Websites.
Seconded by Councillor Salvidant and unanimously agreed.

The domain name is to be woolseryparishcouncil.gov.uk

The Clerk to have the following email address:
clerk@woolseryparishcouncil.gov.uk

57.2 | South West Water First Time Sewerage Application.

This item was brought forward and discussed after Minute No. 52, Public
Comment Session, to follow on from representations received from a
member of the public.

This was further discussed as a result of the drop in session on 16/9/25 attended
by Councillors Spittles and Salvidant and the Parish Clerk.

SWW and TDC’s Environmental Health Officer were informed how regretful
Councillors felt that the promised consultation had not materialized.

SWW had advised that a decision was likely around Christmas 2025.

There had been subsequent communication from residents and the Chairman
had emailed TDC’s Environmental Protection Officer, particularly in connection
with the authority’s assistance with an Appeal, should SWW not proceed with the
application and had been advised that the Appeal must come from Woolsery and
Parkham Parish Councils and that he would give support.

TDC'’s Environmental Protection Officer had emailed SWW as a result of the
Drop In, where it had been necessary for him to follow this up with a reminder.
The reply was that the SWW officer was waiting for information following a
Committee Meeting.

The EA must maintain an independent view should an Appeal be lodged.

Councillor Salvidant explained the historical details.

Standing Orders were lifted to enable Councillors to speak to the resident
for more information on their action with the EA, who had spoken in the
Public Session.
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The EA had replied with the relevant Appeal form. They had indicated that as
well as the applicant(s), residents could also Appeal.

There was general agreement that residents of Bucks Mills should be advised of
this fact.

It was felt there was no merit to the Consultation to include the residents of
Bucks Cross as the majority of properties there already have legal and functional
private systems, so joining the Bucks Mills project would be of no advantage to
residents.

Councillor Salvidant stated that at the Drop In session, a SWW officer advised
that, before the final decision is announced, there would be another Zoom
meeting convened to include the same invited participants as the one that took
place on 17 June 2025 and she hoped the TDC Environmental Protection Officer
would follow this up.

Councillor M Hill was of the opinion that a lot could be done to publicise the case
by drawing attention that the stream running through Bucks Mills, then cascading
over the cliff as a waterfall onto Bucks Mills beach and into the sea is polluted.

Councillor Spittles had spoken to the EA who were reluctant to discuss the
matter.

Sir Geoffrey Cox’s Case Worker, Mr M Lane, had emailed the Clerk requesting a
phone call to discuss the item. In reply, Councillor Spittles was copied in with the
suggestion that he contacts her, and her contact details were given.

Nothing more had been heard and Councillor Spittles would get in touch with him | LS
again.

Standing Orders were reinstated.

The Parish Clerk of the adjoining Parish, Parkham, the joint applicant to the
original application, is being kept informed of all correspondence and
developments for circulation to Councillors.

58. Planning & Planning Correspondence.

58.1 The following Applications were considered: Clerk
» 1/0754/2025/FUL — Erection of no. 1 dwelling and associated works
(self build) — barn at Grid Reference 232650 120955, Woolsery.
The deadline date for the Parish Council’s response is 20/10/25 and the
planning officer had agreed to an extension so that the application can be
considered at this meeting.

Standing Orders were lifted to enable the applicants to answer questions
from Councillors.

It was confirmed that the business mentioned on the application form was not
related to a business operated by one of the applicants and was mentioned
purely to use it as an example.

Access was questioned by Councillors as looking at the original plans, the
access was shown from West Town, but it was noted that vehicles on this
application were using a different route.

It was confirmed by the applicants that the main access would be from West
Town.

Standing Orders were reinstated.

Proposed by Councillor Spittles to respond:
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Woolsery Parish Council would like to support this application as it
considers permanent residential use is preferable to another holiday let for
which it has permission, and wish to point out that it affects a Public Right
of Way (PRoW) and request that the PRoW officer is consulted.

It is noted that the original planning permission granted in 2009 stated that
the access would be in from West Town which the Parish Council would
prefer to remain the case.

Seconded by Councillor S Hill and unanimously agreed.

= 1/0769/2025/FUL — new agricultural storage building — Wendon
Cottage, Woolsery.
The deadline date for the Parish Council’s response is 27/10/25.

Standing Orders were lifted to enable Councillor Heywood to ask a
question of the applicants who were present.

Councillor Heywood commented on the size of the shed, which looked industrial
in style and questioned whether it was warranted for the size of the agricultural
element of the site.

The applicant advised that the site totalled 5 acres, with 1 acre by house and 4
acres of fields.
The shed is needed to store agricultural equipment, hay and straw.

Standing Orders were reinstated.
Proposed by Councillor Spittles that the Parish Council reply was ‘no

comment’.
Seconded by Councillor Salvidant and unanimously agreed.

58.2 Planning Correspondence. None.

59. Finance.

59.1 Balances:
NatWest Current Account as at 21 October 2025: £9,086.85

NatWest Savings Account as at 21 October 2025: £18,999.14
Interest earned during September 2025 was £18.78

59.2 Budgetary figures for September 2025; bank reconciliation and details of
payment document for signature by the Chairman, Vice Chairman and
Clerk were circulated to Councillors to comply with Financial Regulations.

59.3 | To approve and authorise the following payments. Clerk to

k
Councillor Spittles declared a Prejudicial Interest in Minute No. 59.3.3, left E)naayn(:ents

the room for that item and did not take part in the discussion, decision or by BACS
voting thereon.

Proposed by Councillor S Hill.
Seconded by Councillor Spittles and unanimously agreed.

59.31 | BACS | Mrs S October 2025 salary and
Squire expenses

Salary. £534.39 £553.09
Expenses. £ 18.70

59.3.2 | BACS | HMRC PAYE £133.60
59.3.3 | BACS | MrsL Reimbursement for the
Spittles purchase of bulbs for the £81.99

Bucks Cross village planters




Page 8 of 8 Minutes of Woolsery Parish Council Meeting held on 21.10.25 in Bucks Cross Village Hall.

In respect of Minute No. 59.3.3. where the meeting was chaired by the Vice
Chairman for this one item, it was proposed by Councillor Heywood to
recommend approval for the payment, seconded by Councillor Salvidant
and agreed.

59.4 | It was noted that the second tranche of the 2025/26 Precept, amounting to
£9,000.00 has been credited to the Parish Council’s bank account by TDC.

60. To consider a response to items raised under the Public Session. None.
61. Correspondence. Various emails and publications have been circulated to
Councillors.

61.1 TDC. Housing and Economic Land Availability Assessment Publication
(HELLA) and Call for Sites. Email circulated to Councillors on 18/9/25.

This item forms a key part of TDC and NDC'’s on-going work to prepare an
update to the joint North Devon and Torridge Local Plan, as part of the People
and Place Project.

Councillors discussed sites shown on the map via the link supplied, noting that
some had been the subject of a former planning application which had been
refused permission.

The letter from TDC continued: ‘It should be emphasised that the call for sites
forms part of the initial stages of preparing a local plan and there will be more
opportunities for town and Parish Councils, and the wider community to engage
in the process as it moves forward.

We will work closely with Town and Parish Councils to understand the key
priorities for your local areas and explore how the policies and strategies of the
local plan can best respond to the issues facing your communities. We will keep
you update as work progresses with the preparation of the new Local Plan and
provide further detail on how we will involve Town and Parish Councils in this
process. Noted.

61.2 TDC. Annual Rough Sleeper Estimate in November. Details were circulated to Clerk to

Councillors on 24/9/25. advise
TDC

62. Date and time of next meeting: Tuesday, 18 November 2025 at 7.30pm in
Woolsery Sports and Community Hall.

The meeting ended at 9.04pm.

Summary of Decisions:
» Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 16 September 2025
» A new Parish Council website to be created, the contract being awarded to Town and
Parish Websites with a .gov.uk domain name and a .gov.uk email address for the Clerk
» Planning
» Payments

These Minutes are agreed by those present as being a true record.

Signed: Date:
Chair of Woolsery Parish Council.




