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Minutes of Woolsery Annual Parish Council Meeting held on 
Tuesday, 20 May 2025 in Woolsery Sports and Community 

Hall at 7.30pm. 
 

Chaired by:  Councillor L Spittles Clerked by:  Mrs S Squire 
 

Present:  Councillors 
 
H Freeman 
D Hancock 
R Heywood – from Minute No.2 (who on 
arrival was pleased to hear that Councillor 
Spittles had been elected Chairman  
M Hill  
S Hill 
L Spittles 
 
County Councillor R Julian from Minute 
No. 13.1.3 
 
2 members of the public 
 
 

Agenda: - 
Election of Chairman 
Chairman to read and sign the Declaration of  
  Acceptance of Office 
Election of Vice Chairman 
Vice Chairman to read and sign the Declaration of  
  Acceptance of Office 
Councillors to agree that Parish Council  
  communications are sent by email 
Compliance and Policies 
Public Comment Session 
Apologies 
Declaration of Personal / Prejudicial Interest for 
  items on the Agenda 
Minutes 
Clerk’s Report 
Reports from County, District and Parish Councillors 
Planning & Planning Correspondence 
Finance 
To consider a response to items raised under the 
   Public Session 
Correspondence 
Date and time of next meeting 

                         
Action: 

1. Election of Chairman. 
Councillor M Hill announced he did not wish to stand. 
 
Councillor Hancock proposed Councillor Spittles. 
Seconded by Councillor S Hill. 
 
There were no other nominations and Councillor Spittles was willing to 
stand. 
 
Unanimously agreed.   
 
Councillor Spittles started her Chairmanship by thanking the previous Chairman, 
Councillor M Hill and welcoming Councillor Freeman. 
 

 

2. The Chairman read and signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office. 
 

 
3.  Election of Vice Chairman. 

 
Councillor Spittles proposed Councillor M Hill. 
Seconded by Councillor Hancock. 
 
There were no other nominations and Councillor Hill was willing to stand. 
 
Unanimously agreed.   
 

 

4. The Vice Chairman read and signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office. 
 

 
5. Councillors to agree that Parish Council communications are sent by email. 

The Clerk had a form for signature by each Councillor. 
 

Proposed by Councillor S Hill. 
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Seconded by Councillor Heywood and unanimously agreed.   
 

6. Compliance and Policies. 
To review and adopt the following documents, which had been circulated to 
Councillors for studying.   

 

§ Code of Conduct 
§ Standing Orders   
§ Financial Regulations 
§ General Risk Assessment 
§ Freedom of Information Act Publication Scheme 
§ Grant Giving Policy 
§ Complaints Procedure 
§ Equal Opportunities Policy 
§ Data Protection Policy 
§ Data Privacy Policy 
§ Protocol for Filming and Recording 
§ Fixed Assets – this was signed by the Chairman 
§ Bullying and Harassment 
§ Disciplinary Policy 
§ Grievance Policy 
§ Retention of Documents Policy 
§ Safeguarding Policy.   
§ Sickness and Absence Policy 
§ Subject Access Requests Policy  

 

Proposed by Councillor Spittles to adopt the above en bloc. 
Seconded by Councillor S Hill and unanimously agreed.   
 

Clerk to 
update 
documents 

7. 
 

7.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Public Comment Session. 
 

A resident of Bucks Mills spoke about South West Water’s First Time 
Sewerage Application. 
They had lived in the village for 18 years and were aware of environmental 
requirements to change the sewerage arrangements, having ongoing discussions 
with South West Water (SWW) and TDC’s Environmental Protection Officer.   
 
Residents had received a letter from SWW about whether drainage should be 
provided and had been kept up to date with the situation by Councillor Salvidant. 
They asked for the Parish Council’s support.   
 
The resident made a number of points about the letter: 

§ SWW wanted a quick response, only allowing 3 weeks for a reply 
§ The letter states that an application was recently made.  This was incorrect 

as it was actually dated May 2022 in which it was stated that acceptance in 
principle had been given 

§ An informed decision had been made which was not included in the letter  
§ The Public Meeting which was SWW said they would hold had never 

happened   
 

It was felt that giving three weeks to respond to something that has taken three 
years to get to this stage was unreasonable.   
 
Properties at Bucks Mills have septic tanks or discharge foul waste into the sea. 
Should SWW refuse the application, the cost to join a public sewer provided by 
SWW would depend on the distance from the property to the sewer.  Some are 
very close to the road and so the cost would be minimal.  It was understood that it 
would cost in the region of £20,000 to install a personal sewerage treatment 
works.   
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7.2 

It was felt that SWW seemed to have designed it’s own questionnaire to get out of 
doing anything and in addition, the letter included Bucks Cross, where the houses 
have their own waste disposal systems, so residents there would not be interested 
in joining the Bucks Mills system, resulting in fewer people wanting the project to 
proceed thereby giving SWW more reason not to go ahead. 
 
Another resident of Bucks Mills, living permanently there with a family, 
agreed with the first speaker.  
They read part of a letter received from the previous TDC Environmental 
Protection Officer which stated it reconfirmed that the first time sewerage 
application had been confirmed, working on the basis to stay with the status quo.  
 
They felt the questionnaire was biased and encouraged people to tick ‘yes’ to 
commit to the planning issue for the protection and benefit of future generations. 
 
They had been in touch with the current Environmental Protection Officer at TDC 
and had been advised that the authority does not have jurisdiction over SWW and 
it was an unknown situation at present.  
 
The item was then discussed under Minute No. 15.1 which was brought forward to 
this part of the meeting for the benefit of the residents so that they did not have to 
wait for other business to be dealt with.  
 

8. Apologies.  Councillor S Salvidant, District Councillors Dart and Harding.  
 

 
9. Declaration of Personal / Prejudicial Interest for items on the Agenda. 

 

Councillor Spittles had a Prejudicial Interest in Application 1/0108/2025/FUL – 
Proposed ancillary accommodation at Bundys, Bucks Cross, due to be considered 
under Minute No. 13.1.2 but had noticed from the TDC website that permission 
had been granted.    

 

10. Minutes.  
10.1 Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 15 April 2025 to be approved 

and signed as a correct record. 
Proposed by Councillor Spittles. 
Seconded by Councillor S Hill and unanimously agreed.  
 

 

11. Clerk’s Report.  
11.1 Had advised the newly co-opted Councillor that they had been appointed. 

 
 

11.2 Submitted planning application responses to TDC. 
 

 
11.3 Payments made. 

 
 

11.4 Has informed TDC of missing signs at Bucks Mills as reported by Cllr  
Salvidant and this is being investigated with the relevant action to be taken. 
 

 

11.5 Parish Council Insurance – renewal date is 1/6/25.  Minute No. 14.1f refers. 
The insurance is currently provided by Community First who had quoted an annual 
premium of £342.59 or if a 3 year Long Term Agreement was taken out, this would  
be £329.50. 
 

The Clerk approached another company who specializes in providing cover for  
Parish Councils but who failed to give a quotation for a comparison to be seen. 
 

The Clerk to ascertain about adding Parish Council assets to the schedule.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk  

12. Reports from County Councillor, District Councillors and Parish Councillors.  
12.1 County Councillor R Julian reported as the newly elected County Councillor: 

Þ The Council is 80% brand new with no overall majority. 
Þ The Liberal Democrats are trying to align with the Green Party and 

Independents. 
Þ No Committee Membership has just been decided. 
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Þ He was not aware of the Locality Budget allocated to County 
Councillors.  The Clerk advised that she had noticed on the DCC website 
that this would be £8,000 and was open for applications from 27/5/25. 

Þ The Council would be borrowing more money. 
Þ He wanted to be on the following Committees:  HATOC (Highways 

and Traffic Orders Committee);  Scrutiny;  Farms (some had been 
sold which he considered a bad decision);  Railways;  Devon and 
Cornwall Police (it was hoped that Police Stations would be open on 
a 24/7 basis);  Devon and Somerset Fire and Rescue Authority; 
Standards.  

Þ As regards HATOC, there will be a push for more meetings so that 
Councillors can get across to DCC Officers that the arrangement for 
pothole repairs in the past does not work, either from a repair point of 
view or the fact that it is not possible to repair one nearby that does 
not quite meet the criteria.  The suggestion of using bitumen will be 
made. 

 

Councillor M Hill gave County Councillor Julian the historic details of the South 
West Water First Time Sewerage Application at Bucks Mills and Councillor Spittles 
followed this up with more recent details.  
 

12.2 District Councillors.  A written Report had been received from District Councillor Dart and had been circulated 
to Councillors, as follows: 
 

We recently had an update on various projects on going in TORRIDGE, the Appledore maritime centre, the 
new waste and recycling depot as well as other up dates. 
Nothing particularly dramatic to report, mostly ticking along nicely. 
 

Councillors in Torridge met in Bideford on Monday 19 May for the Council's Annual General Meeting.  The 
main focus of the meeting was to elect the Leader and Deputy Leader of the Council and Chair and Vice Chair. 
The agenda also covered Chair and Vice Chair appointments to the Council's key decision-making 
committees.  
 

One of the key outcomes from the night was the decision to re-elect both Councillor Ken James as Leader and 
Councillor Claire Hodson as Deputy Leader for the sixth year in a row. Councillor Doug Bushby was also re-
elected as chair of the Council with Councillor Doug Smith sworn in as vice-chair. 
 

The full list of Chair and Vice Chair positions decided were as follows: 
Þ Chair of the Council - Councillor Doug Bushby 
Þ Vice Chair of the Council - Councillor Doug Smith 
Þ Chair Community and Resources Committee - Councillor Bob Hicks 
Þ Vice Chair Community and Resources Committee - Councillor Teresa Tinsley 
Þ Chair Plans Committee - Councillor Rosemary Lock 
Þ Vice Chair Plans Committee - Councillor Chris Leather 
Þ Chair Audit and Governance Committee - Councillor Philip Hackett 
Þ Vice Chair Audit and Governance Committee - Councillor Jude Gubb 
Þ Chair Internal Overview and Scrutiny Committee – Councillor Claire Hodson 
Þ Vice Chair Internal Overview and Scrutiny Committee - Councillor Steven Harding 
Þ Chair External Overview and Scrutiny Committee - Councillor Hugh Thomas 
Þ Vice Chair External Overview and Scrutiny Committee - Councillor Annie Brenton 
Þ Chair Licensing Committee - Councillor Chris Bright 
Þ Vice Chair Licensing Committee - Councillor Simon Inch 
Þ Chair Standards Committee - Councillor Louis Bach 
Þ Vice Chair Standards Committee – Councillor Ken James 

 

Torridge District Council has announced that it has been awarded a grant of £944,925 to help meet its housing 
delivery targets after a successful bid to the Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government 
(MHCLG).  
The Council has acquired three new 3 bed properties and two new 2 bed properties for a total cost of 
£1146,565. To comply with the conditions of the grant, four of the properties will be used by Torridge District 
Council for temporary accommodation needs and one will be allocated for resettlement purposes. 
In addition to the grant sum of £944,925, Torridge District Council will receive £21,000 per property to cover 
any further costs of obtaining the property that may incur, as well as a 10% uplift as they are all new builds. 
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The first property will be available this month, with the further four new builds being completed in September 
2025. 

Councillor Claire Hodson, Lead Member for Homelessness and Housing, said: 
“The awarding of this grant is fantastic news and will have a significant impact in enabling us to achieve 
the objectives of the Local Authority Housing Fund.  It will help us to reduce local housing pressures, 
reduce costs on temporary accommodation, provide sustainable settled housing and assist in the delivery 
of new housing stock. 
“In addition, the receipt of this grant provides us with an excellent opportunity to acquire good quality 
properties with the added benefit of gaining assets which will be of long-term benefit to our communities. 
 

Torridge District Council approved a number of changes to its constitution at its full council meeting, 
yesterday, following recommendations from a recent Local Government Association Peer Review.  
 

Torridge invited the Local Government Association to carry out a Corporate Peer Challenge at the end of April 
2024.  The process is intended to provide “critical friend” support and assurance and is not an inspection.  The 
key areas covered were local priorities and outcomes; organisational and place leadership; governance and 
culture; financial planning and management and capacity for improvement. 
 

Last month, the Corporate Peer Review group revisited Torridge District Council to check on the progress 
made against its original action plan.  Out of the 11 recommendations, the report noted that 91 per cent of 
actions have already been completed or progressed.  The peer team praised the council on the improvements 
and progress made, particularly against the backdrop of local government reorganisation. 

Councillor Ken James, Leader of Torridge District Council, said: 
“We welcomed the Peer Team to Torridge as critical friends and we equally welcome the report produced 
by the team, which is already helping us to provide service and other improvements across the Council. 
“There has been considerable progress made on almost all fronts since the action plan was reported to 
Full Council on 9 September 2024, which is testament to the hard work and effort put in by the Member 
Development Working Group and officers across the Council implementing changes in their areas. 
“I am pleased that the Peer Team praised the Council on our achievements especially in light of the 
additional work and impact as a result of Local Government Reorganisation.  There is still some work to be 
done over the next couple of months, but I am confident that working with the other Group Leaders and the 
Senior Management Team we will be able to implement the remaining actions and deliver on the Council’s 
ambitions.” 
 

Torridge District Council has voted to extend the existing Public Spaces Protection Order (PSPO) in relation 
to control for dogs across the district for another three years.  The previous PSPO for Dog Controls was 
introduced in April 2022.  Since then, the Council’s Environmental Protection Team has dealt with 117 stray 
dog incidents, 246 reports of dog fouling, 234 barking dog complaints and 138 incidents involving dangerous 
dogs. 
PSPOs are a legal tool that are used to stop individuals or groups committing antisocial behaviour or nuisance 
in a public space that is detrimental to the local community’s quality of life.  A breach of a PSPO is a criminal 
offence and can result in a fixed penalty notice of £100. Alternatively, a fine of up to £1000 can be imposed by 
the court on conviction for each breach. 
In addition, the council voted that dogs should be kept on a lead all year round in Victoria Park, Bideford and 
Westward Ho! Park, adjacent to Park View Terrace and from 1 May to 30 September annually on Westward 
Ho! Promenade. It also voted that dogs should be excluded on the designated area of ‘Blue Flag’ Westward 
Ho! beach from 1 May to 30 September annually as well as being permanently excluded from Westward Ho! 
Park’s enclosed tennis and sports area. 
 

Councillor Philip Hackett, Lead Member for Public Health & Community Safety, Torridge District Council, 
said: 
“The extension of the PSPO offers a pragmatic, proportionate and enforceable response to Anti-Social 
Behaviours and nuisance issues associated with dog control in Torridge. The PSPO is a valuable tool that 
provides clear boundaries for dog owners, along with the deterrent of the fixed penalty or further legal 
action. For the majority of breaches, it also gives the Council a relatively simple way to proceed where 
there is sufficient evidence that an offence has been committed in the restricted area.” 

12.3 Parish Councillors.  
 D Hancock. 

The free Hornbeam tree, from Devon Wildlife Trust, had been planted on the area 
of grass outside the Parish Church. Photographs had been sent to the Clerk who 
would forward them to Councillor Spittles to add to the Facebook page. 
 

He expressed his thanks to Councillor M Hill for the time he had been Chairman of 
the Parish Council.  
 

 
 
 
Clerk 
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Village Flower Planters.  He had planted up the tub on the approach to the village 
from Cranford. 
An update on sponsorship was given by Councillor S Hill later in the meeting.  
tubs.  
 

 R Heywood.   
The visibility mirror at Kennerland Cross had been replaced.  
 
He will check the wording from TDC regarding the proposed bus shelter at East 
Park and also the ownership of the bench at the site.  
 
The Clerk is waiting for a reply from Westward Housing regarding legal costs.   
 

 
 
RH 

 M Hill.  Replacement of the damaged sign at Bucks Mills Car Park had been 
done. 
 
While there, he had conversation with a person who said there was to be filming 
with the car being used by the filming crew.    
He phoned TDC who were unaware of this but did know that the National Trust 
planned to film on the beach in August.  More enquiries were being made.   
 

Councillor Spittles informed that the Beaford Arts Centre and others had plans to 
stage a theatrical performance in Bucks Mills in August. 
 

 

 S Hill.   
Village Planters.  She confirmed that the Merry Harriers, Overleigh and MXB 
were all willing to continue sponsoring a planter. 
Merry Harriers had enquired about watering the planter and Councillor Hancock 
offered to do this.  
 
Defibrillator outside the Woolsery Sports and Community Hall.  A message 
had been received from the company where checks that it has been tested are 
sent, advising that this defibrillator was not working, but it had been checked and 
was found to be in working order.   
 

 
 
 
DH 

 S Salvidant.  Not present. 
 

 
 L Spittles. 

1. She had found out the type of plants to use in the planters at Bucks Cross and 
will plant up. 
 
2.  Conversation with Cllr Heywood regarding the ownership of land between 
the village green and church gate (not as shown on the Agenda). 
Councillor M Hill will check ownership details with the Land Registry. 
Councillor Heywood will check details previously received from DCC Highways  
 

 
LS 
 
 
 
 
MH 
RH 

13. Planning.  The following applications were considered:  
13.1.1 1/0355/2025/FUL Mr & Mrs Butler Erection of extension (Variation of 

condition 2 of planning approval 1/1057/2024/FUL) - Brambles Bucks Cross 
Bideford Devon EX39 5D. 
The deadline date for the Parish Council’s response is 16/5/25 and the planning 
officer had agreed an extension so that the application can be considered at this 
meeting. 
Proposed by Councillor Spittles to respond ‘no comment’. 
Seconded by Councillor M Hill and unanimously agreed.  
 

Clerk to 
submit 
responses 
to TC 

13.1.2 1/0108/2025/FUL – Proposed ancillary accommodation at Bundys, Bucks 
Cross. 
The deadline date for the Parish Council’s response is 26/5/25. 
Councillor Spittles declared a Prejudicial Interest, left the room and did not take 
part in the discussion, decision or voting thereon. 
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It was noted on the TDC website that the application had been granted approval 
on the day of the meeting, despite the above deadline date. 
 
Proposed by Councillor R Heywood that the reply should be ‘the Parish 
Council were unable to make a response, due to the application having 
already been determined. 
Seconded by Councillor Hancock and agreed.  
 

13.1.3 1/0320/2025/FUL – Rebuild of existing Dutch Barn / Workshop for use as 
ancillary domestic storage / workshop (amended red edge) – Barn at Grid 
Reference 232703 119913, Woolsery.   (This is a re-consultation) 
The deadline date for the Parish Council’s response is 24/5/25. 
Proposed by Councillor S Hill to respond ‘no comment’. 
Seconded by Councillor M Hill and unanimously agreed.  
 

 

13.1.3 
a 

1/0281/2025/FUL – Re- consultation:  Demolition of existing porch extension 
and new orangery and lean-to extension – Mill Cottage, Bucks Mills, 
Bideford. 
Details were received on the afternoon of the meeting and the Clerk had spoken to 
the planning officer for clarification of the application which was advised to 
Councillors.  
 

Proposed by Councillor Spittles to respond “We refer to our comments on 
the original application and were pleased that these were taken on board. 
Regarding the amendments, we will be guided by the Conservation Officer’s 
views’. 
Seconded by Councillor M Hill and unanimously agreed.  
 

 

13.2 Planning Correspondence:  Decisions, Enforcement & Appeals.   
The following TDC Decision Notices were noted: 
 

Approvals for: 
v 1/0159/2024/FUL – Erection of an extension and external 

alterations at Whispering Winds, Bucks Cross.  
v 1/0141/2025/FUL – Change of use from agricultural to dog 

exercise field – land at Grid Reference 235104 121847. 
v 1/0109/2025/FUL – Relocation of field shelter for equestrian 

use – Bundys, Bucks Cross. 
v 1/0194/2025 – Demolition of barn and erection of 1 no. 

dwelling and associated works in lieu of Class Q approval 
1/0377/2023/AGMB (self build) - Agricultural building at Grid 
Reference 232086 119103 – Woolsery. 

v 1/0267/2025/FUL – Demolition of agricultural buildings and 
erection of 1 dwelling house with associated works in lieu of 
Class Q permission (1/0545/2022/AGMB & 
1/00540/2022/AGMB) (Variation of condition 2 of planning 
approval 1/0438/2024/FUL) – agricultural building at Grid 
reference 233576 119938, Woolsery. 

 

 

14. Finances.  
14.1 Payments to be authorised: 

Proposed by Councillor Spittles. 
Seconded by Councillor Freeman and unanimously agreed.  

 

a. Sue Squire:  
May 2025 salary                                   £534.39 
Expenses (broadband/photocopying/mileage)         £   23.95  £558.34 

 

b. HMRC  PAYE              £133.60 
c. Woolsery Sports & Community Hall.  Hire for March & May   £  32.00 
d. 123 Reg.  Domain renewal     £  12.99 
e. Mr B Trevor.  Tree work as agreed    £380.00 

Clerk to 
make 
payments 
by BACS 
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f. Community First Insurance 

                  Renewal Premium.  Minute No. 11.5 refers.            £329.50 
Proposed by Councillor Hancock that a Three Year Long Term 
Agreement is taken out. 
Seconded by Councillor M Hill and unanimously agreed. 
 
Proposed by Councillor Heywood that material cover is included 
and that the Clerk could proceed within 10% leeway of the 
premium. 
Seconded by Councillor Spittles and unanimously agreed.  

 
            g.   Income and Bank Account Balances: 
                  NatWest Current Account as at 20 May 2025: £9,167.85 
                  NatWest Savings Account as at 20 May 2025:  £18,377.15 
 

                  Interest of £18.00 was earned during April 2025. 
14.2 To approve details of the Asset Register as at 31 March 2025. 

 

The printer and Christmas Tree lights to be deleted. 
Proposed by Councillor Spittles to approve the Asset Register at a total of 
£33,057. 
Seconded by Councillor M Hill and unanimously agreed.  
 
The Register is to be expanded on and clarified in the next few years.  
 

Clerk to 
update 

14.3 To approve the accounts for the year ended 31 March 2025. 
Proposed by Councillor S Hill. 
Seconded by Councillor M Hill and unanimously agreed. 
 

 

14.4 2024/25 Audit.  
14.4.1 To approve the Certificate of Exemption of the Annual Governance and  

Accounting Return. 
Proposed by Councillor Freeman. 
Seconded by Councillor M Hill and unanimously agreed. 
 

Clerk to 
prepare 
documents 
and take 
for audit 

14.4.2 To approve Section 1 Annual Governance of the Annual Governance and  
Accounting Return. 
Proposed by Councillor Heywood. 
Seconded by Councillor S Hill and unanimously agreed.  
 

 

14.4.3 To approve Section 2 – Accounting Statements of the Annual Governance  
and Accounting Return. 
Proposed by Councillor Freeman. 
Seconded by Councillor Heywood and unanimously agreed.  
 

 

14.4.4 To approve the 2025 Statement of Internal Control. 
Proposed by Councillor Freeman. 
Seconded by Councillor Hancock and unanimously agreed.  
 

 

14.4.5 To approve the dates for the exercise of electors rights being Monday 3June  
2025 to Friday 14 July 2025.   
The Clerk brought a laminated copy of the Notice for the notice board. 
Proposed by Councillor Spittles. 
Seconded by Councillor Hancock and unanimously agreed. 
 

 

14.4.6 2025/26 Precept.  It was noted that the first tranche of the Precept, amounting to  
£9,000.00 has been credited to the Parish Council’s Current Account by TDC. 
 

 

15. To consider a response to items raised under the Public Session. 
South West Water First Time Sewerage Application. 
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There was a discussion on the length of time this item had been going on, with 
various promises given by SWW. 
 

Councillor M Hill recalled a meeting in Bucks Mills car park where a Public 
Meeting was promised but never materialized.  Councillor M Hill also spoke about 
the historic details, and estimated that 30+ houses were affected in Bucks Mills.   
 

Bucks Cross was not joined to the Bucks Mills sewerage system and it was 
estimated there were 100 houses which had septic tanks that were not near a 
watercourse.   
 

Properties on the other side of the watercourse in Bucks Mills were in the Parish of 
Parkham who, it was understood, was not aware of the proposal or situation.  
 

 
 
 
 
LS & SS to 
draft a 
reply to 
SWW for 
the Clerk 
to send 

16. Correspondence received.  Emails from various agencies have been forwarded  
to Councillors. 
 

 

16.1 SWW First Time Sewerage Application at Bucks Mills.  Covered above. 
A response has been received from SWW and further information is expected, 
although no indication of the length of time involved was given. 
 

 

16.2 Message from the Neighbourhood Highways Officer regarding potholes and  
state of the road in the Parish and the neighbouring Parish of Bradworthy. 

 
This year anything below a Category 8 is not getting funding. That is most of the 
lanes and the funding for the roads above Category 8 isn’t even enough for all the 
staff to have a scheme each. 

 

He has put in a bid for a route based works for Woolsery – Bucks Cross to 
Cranford to Woolsery back to the A39.  It is for patching with a view to surface 
dressing.  This is number 15 out of 59 similar schemes in the whole of the County 
and there is no guarantee that there will be enough in the budget by the time 
number 15 is reached.  

 

He has spoken to his colleague about the Bradworthy road and has been assured 
that some schemes will be put together for those roads, although the same criteria 
applies as for the Bucks Cross to Cranford road.   
 
The Parish Council’s response is: ‘We have a lot of people in Woolsery that use 
the road to Bradworthy to access the GP, vets and Woolsery parishioners are 
exhausted about it’. 
 
This is also the reply to be used when liaising with Bradworthy Parish Council. 
County Councillor Julian to be copied in and also County Councillor Rousall who 
covers Bradworthy.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 

16.3 Community Heartbeat Trust.  Email, forwarded to Councillor S Hill who sends  
reports to the Community Heartbeat Trust following checking that the device is in  
working order, advising that the defibrillator situated at Woolsery Sports and  
Community Hall must also now be registered with The Circuit, which is an online  
system operated by the British Heart Foundation.  

 

The Circuit allows for the Ambulance Service to directly inform Guardians when 
the defibrillator they are responsible for may have been deployed and needs 
checking. It also allows Guardians to directly inform the Ambulance Service when 
their defibrillator is unavailable. This direct approach can reduce the delay 
between incidents and action. 
 

Covered earlier in the meeting. 
 

 

16.4 North Devon Coast National Landscape – Bioblitz 27/28 June at Bucks Mills 
and Interpretation Boards.  Email forwarded to Councillors on 2/5/25 for further  
discussion.   
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Further correspondence had been received regarding the event and circulated to  
Councillors on 15/05/25. 
 
Notice boards.  It was noted that the original notice boards have names of 
sponsors and there is no connection with the Parish Council.  
 
It was further noted that when the now retired Chairman gave a talk at the January  
meeting, it was said that as the organisation had the artwork, funding was  
available and they would liaise with the landowners, the impression was given that  
North Devon Coast National Landscape would deal with the replacement of the  
current notice boards which are in poor condition.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
Clerk to 
respond 

16.5 Mr B Trevor, Tree Surgeon.  Message received while doing planned work at the  
request of the Parish Council that a cherry tree is dead near the church entrance  
and another in a similar condition near a Sweet Chestnut.   
The Clerk has requested a quote for removal, expected to be received to discuss  
further at this meeting which had not materialized. 
 

Councillors decided to wait for the quotation.  
 

 

17. Date and time of next meeting:  Tuesday, 17 June 2025 at Woolsery Sports and 
Community Hall at 7.30pm. 
 

The meeting ended at 9.23pm. 
 

 

Summary of Decisions:  
Ø Election of Chairman and Vice Chairman 
Ø Agreement for Parish Council communications to be sent by email 
Ø Compliance and Policies 
Ø Parish Council Meeting Minutes of 15 April 2025 
Ø Planning 
Ø Payments, including the insurance renewal premium based on a 3 year Long Term 

Agreement 
Ø Asset Register as a 31 March 2025 
Ø Accounts for the year ended 31 March 2025  
Ø Certificate of Exemption of the Annual Governance and Accounting Return 
Ø Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accounting Return 
Ø 2025 Statement of Internal Control  
Ø Dates for electors’ rights 

 

Actions for Councillors: 
Councillor Heywood: 

• Check wording from TDC and ownership of bench on proposed site of new bus shelter 
at East Park 

• Check wording from Highways regarding land outside the Parish Church 
 

Councillor Hancock: 
• Water planter on entrance to village from Cranford 

 

Councillor M Hill: 
• Check details of land ownership outside the Parish Church with the Land Registry 

 

Councillor Spittles: 
• Plant up Bucks Cross flower tubs 
• Liaise with Councillor Salvidant and draft reply to SWW 

These Minutes are agreed by those present as being a true record. 
 

Signed: 
Chair of Woolsery Parish Council. 

Date: 
 
 
 

 


