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Minutes of Woolsery Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday, 
18 March 2025 in Woolsery Sports and Community Hall at 

7.30pm. 
 

Chaired by:  Councillor L Spittles Clerked by:  Mrs S Squire 
 

Present:  Councillors 
 
D Hancock 
S Hill 
S Salvidant 
L Spittles 
 
District Councillors Andrews until Minute 
No. 24/25.136 and S Harding until Minute 
No. 24/25.132.3 
 
1 Member of the public  
 
 

Agenda: - 
Public Session 
Apologies 
Declarations of Interest 
Approval of the Minutes of the Parish Council 
  Meeting held on 18 February 2025  
Reports 
Planning and Planning Correspondence 
Finance 
To consider a response to items raised under the 
  Public Session 
Correspondence 
2025 Annual Parish Meeting and distribution of black 
  bags to parishioners 
Date and time of next meeting  

                         
Action: 

24/25. 
128 
24/25. 
128.1 
 
 
24/25. 
128.2 
 
 
 
 
 
24/25. 
128.3 

Public Session. 
A resident made representations about potholes on the Woolsery to 
Bradworthy Road. 
They were advised that this item will be further discussed under Minute No. 
24/25.136. 
 
A resident spoke on behalf of another resident regarding South West Water 
doing building works at the sewerage plant on the outskirts of Woolsery. 
The question had been asked if they required planning permission to carry out the 
work. 
They were advised that this type of development would not go through the Parish 
or District Council and the advice was to contact South West Water direct.  
 
A series of emails from a resident for information concerning a  
complaint against Torridge District Council, which has been circulated to  
Councillors were noted.  There was no requirement for the Parish Council to do  
anything.   
 

 

24/25. 
129 

Apologies.  Councillors M Hill and R Heywood, County Councillor Wilton-Love, 
District Councillor Dart. 
 

 

24/25. 
130 

Declarations of Interest for items on the Agenda. 
Councillor Spittles declared a Prejudicial Interest in Minute No. 24/25, 
Planning – the three applications relating to the property Bundys, as the 
applicant was a friend of Councillor Spittles, whose animals were kept at the 
stables on the property.  
 

 

24/25. 
131 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 18 February 2025 to be  
approved and signed as a true and accurate record. 
Proposed by Councillor Salvidant. 
Seconded by Councillor Hancock and all agreed apart from Councillor 
Spittles who had not been present at that meeting.   
 

 

24/25. 
132 

Reports.  
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24/25. 
132.1 

County Councillor Wilton-Love.  Apologies sent but the following Report received: 
 

I am going to have to send an apology for tonight, the papers for Thursday’s Special Full 
Council have just been released and it’s not a lot of time to study them in depth as I need 
to so I am going to get my head in them now. 
 

With that in mind, the most important thing we are seeing on the horizon at the moment is 
the Local Government Reorganisation and I will report my thoughts on it. 
 

I think it’s being put on us whether we like it or not. A lot of people seem to think it will 
happen too fast; I disagree. One of my largest problems with anything involving the 
government and civil service is how long it takes. It shouldn’t take two years to work out 
what’s best and submit a proposal! 
 

However I am very cautious about what happens now and this is possibly the most 
frightening time to be a Councillor in the history of Devon. We need this to be right or the 
implications are immense. I have a lot of questions, not least the funding model as we 
move ahead. I have seen some of the proposals and there is no way they stack up but as 
they are not – as far as I know – in the public domain yet I will have to leave that there. 
Thursday will be the day when everything comes to a head and I am sure all information 
will be available after. I will update you accordingly. 
 

What I will say is, there have been a lot of questions over parish councils and every time it 
comes up I have said they absolutely must be kept because they are vital. I believe 
everyone is in agreement on this so hopefully that will give you some reassurance. 
 
 

In conjunction with the Devolution proposals, the Clerk had forwarded a large amount of 
correspondence from County Councillor Andrea Davis (her own County Councillor) for 
Councillors to study, including maps showing various options.   
 
The District Councillors present advised that the details were not the same as what they as 
District Councillors had heard.  
 

 

24/25. 
132.2 

District Councillors:  
S A Andrews.  There is a problem finding registered low cost housing providers 
willing to take on properties.  
District Councillor Harding advised he was working with a housing provider in 
Cornwall who was willing to look at sites in Torridge.  
 
Councillor Salvidant asked about the strategy on empty properties in Bideford and 
was advised that the Council is working hard to try and rectify this. 
 
A written Report from Councillor Dart had been received as follows: 
Firstly some good news to happen by March 2027: 
 

Torridge District Council has been awarded £20,700,000 in capital investment with 
£250,000 revenue funding to support a number of projects to benefit residents 
across the district.  The projects announced by government today, are being 
funded as part of the Community Regeneration Partnership Scheme and will 
support the council’s strategic ambitions and deliver lasting benefits to Torridge. 
The capital projects being supported by the Government are geographically 
spread across the district and cover a wide variety of themes: 

• Bideford Business Park (£2.6m) – acquisition and development toward 
high value manufacturing and engineering facilities. 

• Bideford Pannier Market (£1.475m) – modernisation and improvements 
to make fit for future and wider use. 

• Hatchmoor Industrial Estate (£1.6m) – The project will design a scheme, 
achieve the necessary consents and then deliver the services and 
infrastructure to site for future development of workspace for high value 
manufacturing and engineering facilities 

• Holsworthy Agri-Business Park (£7.3m) – development of agri-related 
innovation, retail and professional space. 
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• Appledore Clean Maritime Innovation Centre (£2m)– additional funding 
to support the build. 

• Agri-tech nutrient pilot scheme (£0.3m) - testing the adaptation of a 
slurry condensing unit to recover nutrients and reduce the pollutants 
going into rivers. 

• Westward Ho! Water Quality Monitoring Buoy (£0.1m) - Installation of 
water quality monitoring buoy to provide real-time water quality data for 
beach users, tourism businesses and for managers of environmental 
systems. 

• Cleave Wood, Bideford (£1.2m) – The design and delivery of site 
servicing and infrastructure as a first phase of a residential scheme in 
response to local housing needs. 

• Social housing decarbonisation and EPC rating improvements 
(£1.5m) – pipeline of works to improve 57 properties with E & F ratings to 
C or B. 

• Bideford Hospital (£0.75m) – reconfiguration site to create a “Community 
Health & Wellbeing Hub” with multi-purpose space. 

• The Globe Hotel, Great Torrington (£0.52m) - Initial capital works on 
Grade II Listed long-derelict hotel to redevelop into an 11-bedroom hotel 
and restaurant (in a town with neither) with a strong training presence. 

• Holsworthy Manor Offices (£0.725m) - Phased redevelopment inc. 
decarbonisation, remodelling to enable improved accessibility, flow and 
to increase opportunity for flexible community space (for example, co- 
working) 

 

Councillor Spittles asked if The Globe Hotel was a private venture and was 
advised that it was not, and was a training venue.  
 
Then the not so good news!! 
 

Torridge Councillors met at Full Council on Monday 24th February, to finalise the 
budget and determine the Council Tax rate for the 2025/26 financial year. The 
approved increase of £5.67 (2.99%), which is lower than inflation at 4.6% (CPIH, 
January 2025), will represent a rise of just over ten pence per week for the majority 
of Torridge residents. 
For the remaining elements which constitutes the full council tax payment Devon 
County Council approved a rise of £85.59 (4.99%), Police & Crime Commissioner 
£13.70 (4.99%), Devon and Somerset Fire & Rescue Service £5.00 (5.02%) and 
the various Town and Parish councils an average of £6.22 (7.44%). 
 

Update on local government re organisation:........ 
There is concern that the Local Government Reorganisation (LGR) as stipulated 
by government including the timetable runs the real risk of financial 
unsustainability from inception. The most significant funding challenges facing the 
people of Devon concern Adult and Children Social Care, SEND, and NHS 
funding. Government proposals address none of these, but rather risks uprooting 
the very organisations holding the line today. 
However, it is our duty to respond to answer national government's demand for 
structural change through LGR. 
 

We are united in our belief that the interests of the nearly 1 million people of Devon 
and Torbay will not best be served by a single 'mega' Council covering the entirety 
of this area. As districts, we have therefore reached initial agreement to work 
towards the formation of two new Councils that combine our existing areas as 
follows: 

• A Unitary combining the South Hams, Teignbridge and West Devon 
areas with Torbay 
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• A Unitary including East, Mid and North Devon alongside Torridge 
District and the City of Exeter 

 

There is considerable further work to do to develop these proposals. We want to 
maintain local distinctiveness whilst seeking to secure ongoing service 
improvements. We are having to move at pace to meet the initial deadline set by 
national government for Interim Plans to be submitted by the 21st March. Final 
decisions on the content of the Interim Plans will continue to be made by individual 
Councils and we will engage with all our Devon council colleagues on an ongoing 
basis. We are mindful that the LGR process is fast-changing still and until 
submission date further options may need to be considered in addition to the 
currently preferred option. 
 

We are in active dialogue with Torbay Council concerning the potential for a new 
unitary council covering a wider geography encompassing the 4 areas described 
above. 
 

We also recognise that Plymouth City will be looking to change their boundaries, 
which is a matter for government to decide on. 
 

We are resolute in our shared commitment to engaging with our residents, 
partners and stakeholders to help shape these proposals going forward. This 
includes in the period through to November and the submission of final proposals. 
We will provide ongoing updates as we reach key milestones. 
 

Entrepreneur? Win free space at Bideford panier market ............. 
 

The project, known as LaunchBideford, is offering at least two businesses the 
chance to win six months of free space in Butchers Row at Bideford Pannier 
Market, along with a comprehensive package of hands-on, expert support to 
ensure their success! 
The goal is to strengthen the local economy by incubating the most promising local 
businesses in vacant shop units, while inspiring many others to embark on their 
entrepreneurial journey.  The competition officially opens on 28th February 2025 
and winners will be selected before the end of March 2025. 
 

For further information and for details on how to apply, please 
visit:  https://savethehighstreet.org/bideford. 
 

That's all I have for now, any issues, please don't hesitate to get in touch. 
 

Email:  councillor.dart@torridge.gov.uk    Phone :  01237 441011 
 
S Harding: 

§ TDC will receive funding for extra to work on capital investment projects, 
which is spread all over the District 

§ A Full Council meeting was held the previous evening attended by the 
Police who informed that Commander Toby Davies was retiring and would 
be replaced by Commander Emma Butler-Jones 

§ Holsworthy is trialing a tri-service, involving the three emergency services 
being called to incidents 

§ £4.2 million has been ringfenced for rural PCSO’s 
§ TDC is the second best in the country for low crime rates, but domestic 

abuse is the biggest crime 
§ A Councillor advocate scheme is to start 
§ Full Council adopted the Housing Strategy 
§ Other meetings had been attended   

 

24/25. 
132.3 

Parish Clerk.  

https://savethehighstreet.org/bideford
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24/25. 
132.3. 
1 

Replied as directed to North Devon Coastal Landscape regarding the 
Information Boards at Bucks Mills.  

 

24/25. 
132.3. 
2 

Payments made.  

24/25. 
132.3. 
3 

Emergency Plan Presentation on 3/3/25 in Clovelly Parish Hall.   
Three Councillors from Woolsery attended and there were representatives from  
Bradworthy and Hartland and a member of the public. 
It was clear that there was a lot of work involved in getting a Plan up and running  
and it could not be led by the Parish Council alone, members of the community  
would need to be involved.   
 

Councillor Salvidant suggested this was mentioned at the Annual Parish Meeting  
as we would require community involvement.  
 

 
 
 
 
Clerk to 
prepare 
poster 

24/25. 
132.3. 
4 

Letter sent to the government with the MP copied in supporting farmers in  
connection with Inheritance Tax implications. 
 

 

24/25. 
132.3. 
4 

Advised Mr R Stoneman that he had been awarded the grass cutting contract  
for the next 3 years, and thanked him for his work in the past. 
 

 

24/25. 
132.3. 
5 

Black refuse bags for village distribution ordered. 
 

 

24/25. 
132.3. 
6 

South West Water First Time Sewerage Application.  A letter of complaint is  
being prepared to be sent to Ofwat, the EA and timeline details advised to the 
Media. 
The draft had been circulated to Councillors who were in agreement with the  
details.  
 

 
 
 
 
Clerk 

24/25. 
132.3. 
7 

Damage to Manor Park verge. The Neighbourhood Highways Officer (NHO) has  
been asked for his opinion on backfilling with stone.  
No reply has been received and a reminder sent.  
 
It was noted that the area has been repaired and positive comments received.  
 

 

24/25. 
132.3. 
8 

10 roads identified as requiring attention.  Details sent to the NHO and also  
replied as directed regarding the historical reporting of the Woolsery to Bradworthy  
road.  
  
A site meeting between the NHO and Councillor M Hill has been requested.  
 

An email has been received from Bradworthy Parish Council suggesting that a  
reply from both Parishes is sent.  The Clerk is to liaise with her counterpart at 
Bradworthy.  Also discussed later in the meeting. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

24/25. 
132.3. 
9 

Leaves on the road leading to Bucks Mills.  The assessment was due to be  
completed by 5/3/25.  
Councillors Spittles and Salvidant advised that the road had not been swept.   
 

Clerk to 
follow up 

24/25. 
132.3 
10 

Ridge across the road outside the Primary School.  Highways have been  
advised that this is as a result of utility company National Grid digging up the road  
and a request that they are asked to reinstate, as Highways had advised it did not  
meet the criteria for repair. 
 

 

24/25. 
132.3 
11 

Proposed bus shelter at East Park.  The NHO has been advised of the plans for  
this.  
  
Westward Housing has responded to the Parish Council’s email advising the  
intention. 

Clerk to 
ascertain 
an estimate 
of the 
costs. 
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There is no objection to the plans but they expected the Parish Council to pay the  
cost of a Lease, the legal fees and their admin fees.  
 

Deferred to 
the April 
meeting 

24/25. 
132.3 
12 

Responded to planning applications as directed. 
 

 

24/25. 
132.3 
13 

Requested an extension to the deadline date for the Parish Council’s 
response to three planning applications received the day before the last  
meeting.   
This has been agreed and the applications will be considered under Minute No.  
24/25.1. 
 

 

24/25. 
132.3 
14 

Repositioning of dog bin at Manor Park.  As a result of Councillor Hancock’s  
contact with TDC, an officer had contacted the Clerk requesting clarification of the  
situation which had been given.  
 

Subsequent to this, TDC had been advised of the What3Words locations by  
Councillor Hancock who is going to meet an officer from TDC to finalise.  
 

 
 
 
 
DH 

24/25. 
133 

Parish Councillors:  

24/25. 
133.1 

M Hill.  Not present to give further information on the Housing Needs Survey 
printing. 
 

The sign at Bucks Mills car park would be replaced imminently.  
 

 

24/25. 
133.2 

D Hancock.    
Parish Paths Partnership Survey.  No problems reported.  
    
Free Tree – Ben Trevor’s advice regarding the best time to plant.  Any time  
now until the end of April.  
 

Standing Orders were suspended to allow a member of the public to speak. 
They suggested that the tree was planted at the end of the ‘coffin path’. 
Standing Orders were reinstated.  
 

 
 
 
LS & DH 
to have a 
site visit 
and report 
back 

24/25. 
133.3 

R Heywood. Not present. 
It was not known if the visibility mirrors had been ordered and received, and the 
damaged one at the Parkham junction removed and replaced.   
 

 

24/25. 
133.4 

S Hill. 
Grit Bin at Cranford Water.  There was no further information to give.  
 

 

24/25. 
133.5 

S Salvidant.  Two signs that were situated on the slipway wall on Bucks Mills 
beach warning the public about falling rocks and also possible pollution of the 
waterfall have been removed.  
 
The Lime Kiln, Bucks Mills beach.  
A resident spoke about contractors in the week of 3/3/25 who were apparently 
working for the National Trust.  They were clearing vegetation, cutting down trees 
and pulling the ivy away to check if any pointing was needed.  This has possibly 
destablised the kiln wall and there is now rubble on the beach and quite severe 
disintegration of the far corner of the kiln.    
 

Clerk to 
advise 
TDC & EA 
 
 
 
Clerk to 
report to 
TDC 

24/25. 
133.6 

L Spittles.  No items raised. 
 

 

24/25. 
134 

Planning and Planning Correspondence.   

24/25. 
134.1 

The following Applications were considered: 
 

Councillor Spittles declared a Prejudicial Interest, left the room and did not  
take part in the discussion, decision or voting thereon.  
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Councillor Salvidant proposed that this item of the meeting was chaired by 
Councillor S Hill.  Seconded by Councillor Handock and agreed.  
 

 1/0108/2025/FUL - Extension and conversion of garage to create 
annexe accommodation at Bundys, Bucks Cross. 
The deadline date for the Parish Council’s response is 13/3/25 and an  

            extension had been agreed.  
 

Proposed by Councillor S Hill to respond ‘no comment’. 
Seconded by Councillor Hancock and unanimously agreed. 
 
 

1/0110/2025/FUL - Erection of agricultural storage building at Bundys, 
 Bucks Cross. 
The deadline date for the Parish Council’s response is 13/3/25 and an  
extension had been agreed.  
 

Proposed by Councillor S Hill to respond ‘no comment’. 
Seconded by Councillor Hancock and unanimously agreed. 

 
1/0109/2025/FUL - Erection of field shelter for equestrian use at 
 Bundys, Bucks Cross. 
The deadline date for the Parish Council’s response is 13/3/25 and an 

            extension had been agreed. 
 

Proposed by Councillor S Hill to respond ‘no comment’. 
Seconded by Councillor Hancock and unanimously agreed. 

 

Councillor Spittles returned to the meeting and took the chair. 
 

1/0141/2025/FUL – Change of use from agricultural to dog exercise 
field – Grid Reference 235104 121847, Woolsery. 
The deadline date for the Parish Council’s response is 3/4/25. 

            Proposed by Councillor S Hill to respond ‘no comment’. 
            Seconded by Councillor Spittles and unanimously agreed. 
 

 
 
 
 
Clerk to 
submit 
responses 
to TDC 

24/25. 
134.2 
 

Planning Correspondence.   The following TDC Decision Notice was noted: 
 

Refusal for Application 1/0980/2024/FUL – Erection of 1 no. supervisory 
dwelling – land at Forest Lakes, Marshall Farm, Woolsery. 
 

 

24/25. 
135 

Finance.  

24/25. 
135.1 

Payments to be authorised: 
Proposed by Councillor Spittles. 
Seconded by Councillor Salvidant and unanimously agreed.   
 

a. Sue Squire:  
March 2025 salary                            £510.93 
Expenses (broadband/photocopying/mileage)      £15.75           £526.68  

 

b. HMRC  PAYE                                                          £127.60 
c. Woolsery Sports & Community Hall.   

Hire for meetings in March 2025                                                  £16.00  
 

d. Income and Bank Account Balances: 
 

NatWest Current Account as at 18 March 2025:      £172.05 
   
NatWest Business Savings Account as at 18/3/25: £18,339.43 
 
Interest earned during February 2025 was £18.95 

 

Clerk to 
make 
payments 
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24/25. 
135.2 

HMRC VAT Reclaim.   
The Clerk has been in correspondence with HMRC as although the Unique  
Reference Number details was passed on in the handover in late 2021, the  
Government Gateway reference and Password was not available to enable a  
reclaim to be made online.    

In the circumstances, a written reclaim for the period 1/1/22 to 31/12/24 has been 
submitted in the sum of £1,170.52. 
  
New reference details are expected to be received so that future claims can be  
made online. 
 

 

24/25. 
135.3 

Preparation for the 2024/25 Audit. 
 

 

24/25. 
135.4 

To agree that Westcotts Accountants is appointed as the internal auditor,  
whose fee will be £325.00 plus reclaimable VAT. 
 

Proposed by Councillor Spittles. 
Seconded by Councillor S Hill and unanimously agreed.  
 

 

24/25. 
135.5 

To agree the Asset Register as at March 2025.  Deferred to the April Meeting so  
that Councillor S Hill can circulate a spreadsheet. 
 

 
SH 

24/25. 
136 

To consider a response to items raised under the Public Session. 
 
Liaison with Bradworthy Parish Council regarding the road from Woolsery to 
Bradworthy via Whiteley Farm Cross (Bradworthy side).  
 
The road on the Woolsery side of Ash Hill is done, but the Bradworthy side was 
resurfaced 5 years ago. 
 
A Road Closure by South West Water from 22 to 28 April was spoken about. 
 

The road closure near Hoops Inn on 24,25,26 March was in connection with work 
to be done by South West Water, and had been granted.  
 

 
 
SH to send 
video while 
driving 
along to 
show how 
much the 
car is being 
bumped 

24/25. 
137 

Correspondence received.  Emails from various agencies have been forwarded 
to Councillors. 
 

 

24/25. 
138 

2025 Annual Parish Meeting and distribution of black refuse bags to  
Parishioners on Saturday 5 April 2025 in Woolsery Sports and Community  
Hall between 10am and 12.30pm.    

 
Cllrs and 
Clerk 

24/25. 
139 

Date and time of next meeting:  Tuesday, 15 April 2025 at Bucks Cross Village 
Hall at 7.30pm.  
 

The meeting ended at 9.04pm. 
 

 

Summary of Decisions:  
Ø Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 18 February 2025 
Ø Planning 
Ø Payments 
Ø Appointment of Westcotts Accounts to carry out the 2024/25 internal audit 

 

These Minutes are agreed by those present as being a true record. 
 

Signed: 
Chair of Woolsery Parish Council. 

Date: 
 
 
 

 


